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United Nations Special Rapporteur

on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association

About the Special Rapporteur’s mandate
The special procedures of the Human Rights Council are independent human rights experts with mandates to report and advise on human rights from a thematic or
country-specific perspective. The system of Special Procedures is a central element of the United Nations human rights machinery and covers all human rights: civil,
cultural, economic, political, and social. As of June 30, 2016, there were 42 thematic and 14 country mandates.

The mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association (currently Mr. Maina Kiai of Kenya) was established in
October 2010 to examine, monitor, advise and publicly report on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association worldwide.
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About Maina Kiai
Maina Kiai has served as the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association since May 1, 20171. A lawyer trained at Nairobi and
Harvard Universities, Kiai has spent the last twenty years campaigning for human rights and consfitutional reform in Kenya — notably as founder and Executive Director of
the unofficial Kenya Human Rights Commission, and then as Chairman of Kenya’s National Human Rights Commission (2003-2008), where he won a national reputation
for his courageous and effective advocacy against government corruption, in support of political reform, and against impunity following the violence that convulsed Kenya in
2008, causing thousands of deaths. He currently serves as co-director of the Kenyan NGO InformAction, in addition to his UN work.

From July 2010 to April 2011, Kiai was the Executive Director of the Interational Council on Human Rights Policy, o Geneva-based think-fank which produces research
reports and briefing papers with policy recommendations. Kiai was also the Director of Amnesty International’s Africa Programme (1999-2001), and the Africa Director of
the International Human Rights Law Group (now Global Rights, 2001-2003). He held research fellowships at the Danish Institute for Human Rights (Copenhagen), the
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars (Washington), and the TransAfrica Forum (Washington). He has won numerous awards for his work, including the United
Nations Foundation’s 2016 Leo Nevas award, the AFL-CI0’s 2016 George Meany-Lane Kirkland Human Rights Award, and Freedom House’s 2014 Freedom Award.

For more information:

freeassembly@ohchr.org or info@freeassembly.net
Web: http: / /freeassembly.net/  Facebook: https:/ /www.facebook.com/mainakiai.sr
Twitter: https: / /twitter.com/MainaKiai_UNSR  Flickr: https:/ /www.flickr.com/photos /mainakiai/
Official OHCHR sife: http: / /www.ohchr.org/EN /lssues /AssemblyAssociation /Pages /SRFreedomAssemblyAssociationIndex.aspx
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October 2010. Could anyane have imagined what the years 201117 would bring?

Back then, the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of assaciation were
somewhat neglected in the pantheon of our most cherished rights - known, but
rarely in the headiines. Inthe years since, they have underpinned some of the most
cataclysmic poltical events of the 21st century: revalutions in Tunisia, Egypt and
elsewhere; mass pratests that forced out leaders in Ukraine, Guaternala, Iceland,
South Korea, Burkina Faso and Brazil; citizen movements in Hong Kong, Bahrain,
Malaysia, the United States; and so much mare.

And remarkably, all of this happened while governments everywhere were
embarking uponthe most comprehensive rallback of civic freedoms since the end
of the Cald War: anti-NGO laws, restrictions an protests, increased militarization of
police, and campaigns of vidlence, intimidation, stigmatization and arrests against
activists, just to name a few. As Special Rapparteur, | was lucky enoughto have a
frant row seat as these events unjolded - to witness them, to meet with the people
who shaped them, and to attempt to make sense of it all

And as my term comes {0 a close, one thing is clear: We are in the midst of an
epic glabal struggle, and itis not just over assembly and assaciation rights, or any
other human right in isclation. It is about our freedom writ large - a global clash
between tyranny and seff-determination that could shape the course of our world
for generations to come. It pits people eager for democratic participation versus
leaders - fearful after seeing the just how powerful an engaged populace can be -
who are just as eager to stop them.

Itis no longer good enough to describe this conflict with euphemnisms such as
‘Closing space.”tis mare than that. tis a struggle for the future of demacracy and
dernacratic values.

It is also likely a fight for our very existence, given the slew of serious and
intractable problems our world faces today: brutal wars, rampant carruption,
devastating environmental destruction, growing poverty and inequality, vidlent

¢ LETTER FROM THE SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR

W Sixyears inthe position - and just howuchlt
has changed since the Human Rights Council created my it

extremism, and rising intole

a status
quo that is catapulting us towards obliteration, yet resisting change with al of
its might. It s in everyone’s interests to give peaple todls to shake up this status
quo - and to do it peacefuly, so that we can reconfigure it into sormething more
sustainable, equitable and just. It is, in other words, a time when assemnbly and
association rights are needed most, so peaple can peacefully speak out, contribute
their talents and share therr ideas.

These problems are a legacy of the status quo that we have inherited

If we dont give peaple these toals, our world faces a dark future.

| there is ane thing Ihave learned in my years of activism, it’s that people wha have
no means to engage in their society also have no stake inthat saciety, and areless
likely to defend it. Inevitably some wil feel embaldened to destroy it, because it no
longer includes ar represents them. The destruction may not come tomarrow, next
week or evennext year. But its potential is there, simmering and waiting to explode.

The struggle we face today is abaut creating a world where peaple do have a stake
- an oppartunity to build rather than destray.

The road to achieving this world will not be easy, but | believe that it is in our
grasp. | believe because [ve seen persanally, activist by activist, the resilience of
those fighting for it. Their dedication has made it clear that humanity's hunger for
freedom and a better tornorrow is insatiable. It cannot be stopped by laws, arrests
or bullets. These things only delay the inevitable.

And while | may be stepping down as Special Rapporteur on April 30, 2017, rest
assured that | am nat stepping
away from this struggle. | will be
joining you - on the streets, in our
communities, and in the halls of
power - to ensure that we win.

Insalidarty,

February 2017 - Nairobi, Kenya
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By nearly any standard and in virtually every cormer of
the globe, 2016 was one of the most tumultuous years
the world has seen since the end of the Cold War.

Headline after headline brought us news of palitical upheaval, war, terrorism;
health crises, endemic corruption, environmental disaster, economic turmoil
and more. The pace and magnitude of the change and adversity was, at times =
to use Merriam-Webster's 2016 ward of the year - “surreal.”

But there was anather side ta this stary, ane with a much mare hapeful tane:
Despite its myriad troubles, 2016 was also a year where peaple came out

in nearly unprecedented numbers in an attempt to address our problems =
through arganizing in their communities, through protest, through political
engagement, through labar unions and mare. It was, in ather words, a year
where assembly and association rights took center stage as a tool for fixing
what appeared to be a crumbling world order.

And the fact that peaple exercised these rights in such large numbers was no
small feat.

The long-lamented phenomenan of ‘closing space”for civic engagement is
certainly real, and it spread dramatically in 2016. A recent report from CIVICUS
found that roughly 85% of the world's population lives in countries where the
rights to expression, assembly ar association have faced serious challenges.

And in many of those countries, the challenges are of the highest arder. Ask
pratesters in Ethiopia, where more than 600 people have been killed by security
forces since large-scale political demanstrations began in 2015. Ask the family
of South Karean Baek Nam-g, a 63-year-old protester who succumbed to his
injuries last Septemnber ajter being knocked down by a palice water cannon i
late 2015. Or ask the numerous civil saciety members in Egypt who withstood
a wave of arrests, asset freezes, travel bans and other harassment in 2016 1n
retaliation for their wark defending human rights.

Such examples abounded in 2016, with the footprint of appression covering
maost of the world, from Turkey to France to the United States to Malaysiato
Burundi and beyond.

Yet people’s courage in the face of this repression was unflappable: Protesters v
sl d o e el G e e B Phato: Protesters march against fascism

foreec oral independence in Kenya tumed ot wee afte week. eve after and venaphobia 1 Madd, Spein, o My 21,

being badly beaten by palice. Enviranmental rights defenders in Honduras 2016 (Adolfo Lujan/Fiickr)

persisted, despite the shacking murder of their compatriot Berta Caceres in

March. And civil society in countries such as Thailand, Burundi and the

(O 2016: THE YEAR IN REVIEW
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Democratic Republic of Congo endured, despite an enviranment that essentially outlawed their
wark.

And in some places, progress was palpable, illustrating just how powerful assembly and
association rights can be in mativating change - and why peaple fight so hard to exercise these
Tights.

Massive protests led to the ousting or impeachment of national leaders in Brazil, Iceland and
South Korea. They also forced the governments of Turkey and Paland to withdraw regressive
legislation on child sexual assault and abartion, respectively. And on a more technical front, a
global coalition of NGOs managed to convince the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) to rework
a controversial regulation that labeled nan-profit organizations “particularly vulnerable” to
terrorism.

There is no doubt that civic space has closed dramatically in recent years, with 2016 being no
exception. But the real takeaway from 2016 is that people’s desire for that space will never be
extinguished. Peaple fundamentally need to engage in their societies, and they will continue to
do that no matter what the cast - even if it means risking their safety, their liberty or even their
lives.

The following is a non-exhaustive review of 2016's biggest stories for the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of assaciation. The details are drawn from a mix of media accounts, civil
society reparts and statements by Maina Kiai and other UN Special Rapporteurs. Inclusion does
not imply any judgment ar assessment an the part of the Special Rapporteur, or that he has
taken action on these cases, unless specifically noted.

JANUARY

Ethiopia's 2016 began much the way 2015 ended: With the continuation of large protest
movements, and their brutal suppression by government forces. The wave of demonstrations
began inmid-November, in appasition to the Government's Addis Ababa Integrated Development
Master Plan'to expand the capital's municipal boundary. Many feared that the plan would lead to
mass evictions and the seizure of agricultural land in the Gromia region, as well as extensive
deforestation.

The Government announced it was suspending the plan on Jan. 12, but kilings, mass arrests
and other abuses continued, leading to a statement from Maina Kiai and several UN experts on
Jan. 21. They called onthe Ethiopian authorities to end the crackdown, which had repartedly killed
moare than 140 demnonstrators over December and January.

“The sheer number of peaple killed and arrested suggests that the Government of Ethiopia views
the citizens as a hindrance, rather than a partner,”the experts said.

They also expressed grave concern over the Ethiopian Government’s application of anti-terrorism
laws to arrest and prosecute protesters, labeling them as terrorists” without substantiated
evidence.

‘The wanton labeling of peaceful activists as terrorists is not only a violation of international
human rights law, it also contributes to an erosion of confidence in Ethiapia’s ability to fight real
terrorism,” the experts said. ‘This ultimately makes our world a mare dangerous place.”

Specidl Rapporteur Kiai also spoke aut against “excessive and disproportionate restrictions on
fundamental freedoms,” in France, which were imposed as part of a state of emergency that
was declared after terrarist attacks in 2015.

Inalist of concerns shared with the French Government, Kiai and ather UN experts stressed the
lack of clarity and precision of several provisions of the state of emergency and surveillance
laws, related to the nature and scope of restrictions to the legitimate exercise of right to freedom
of expression, reedom of peaceful assemnbly and association and the right to privacy.

As 2016 ended, France’s state of emergency was stillin place.

(O 2016: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Photo: A police of ficer watches over a protest in Paris inlate 2015, after
the impasition of France's state of emergency (Chris Bently/Flickr
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Meanwhile, lawmakers in the United Kingdom were considering a new
Investigatory Powers bill, which UN experts said could threaten the rights to
freedom of expression and assaciation bath inside and outside the country.

Specidl Rapporteurs MainaKiai, David Kaye, and Michel Farst expressed serious
concerns about several provisions of the draft Bil, highlighting excessively
broad definitions and dispropartionate procedures to authorize surveillance,
including mass surveillance, and data retention without adequate independent
oversight and transparency.

“The lack of transparency could prevent individuals from ever knowing they
are subject to such surveillance,” the experts noted in a six-page submission

FEBRUARY

Ugandans went to the polls on Feb. 18, with President Yoweri Museveni
seeking to extend his 30-year rule. The pre-election period was plagued by
imegularities, including the abstruction of rdllies and the detention of leading
opposition candidate Kizza Besigye - developments that Special Rapporteur
Maina Kiai said cast “severe doubt” on whether the elections would be Jree,
fair and legitimate.”

The environment on election day itself was no better: social media platforms
Facebook and WhatsApp were blacked and Besigye was arrested again on
Feb. 18 and 19. Museveni ultimately won the elections, but abservers promptly

to the Joint Parliamentary Committee. “This will ultimately stifle fundamental
freedoms and exert a deterrent effect on the legitimate exercise of these rights
and the wark of civil society and human rights defenders.”

The bill became law later in 2016.

In Haiti, protests erupted on Jan. 18, ahead of a controversial second-round
presidential vote. The elections were ultimately postponed.

Elsewhere: On Jan. 16, demonsitrators took to the streets in Hong Kong to
protest missing publishers and booksellers - Dauria, an environmental group
that has operated for 20 years, became the latest NGO to be labeled a Joreign
agent” in Russia because It received funding from abroad; it jains nearly 100
other civil saciety organizations - In Australia, two people protesting against the
clearfelling of native forest in Tasmania became the first peaple charged under
the state’s controversial anti-protest laws - Thousands pratested in Maracco
on Jan. 24 over planned education cuts, despite a government ban - Protests
aver youth unemployment took place across Tunisia, five years after the start
of the Arab Spring - Maldova, Paland and Italy also saw large protests in January

Phato: A demonstration in Warsaw, Poland on Jan. 9, 2016, by the Committee for the

Defence of Demacracy (KOD) caling for free media (Grzegorz Zukowski/Flicke

declared the polls unfair.

In Egypt, government autharities ordered the closure of the Nadeem Center
for the Rehabilitation for Victims of Vidlence and Torture on Feb. 1/, citing
unspecified violations of the law.

A protest moverment against Polands three-month-old canservative government
grew in February, with 80,000 peaple turning out for a protest in front of Warsaw
city hall. Another 50,000 dernonstrated onMarch 12 dfter the government refused to
publish a ruling by the constitutional caurt striking down new laws.

And an Feb. 15, three United Nations human rights experts urged the State
Parliament of Western Australia against adopting proposed legislation which
threatened to criminalize lawful protests. Members of the regional parliament
indicated that the Bill aims at preventing protesters from locking themselves
onto equipment, trees, and ather objects with innovative methods in order to
frustrate or delay development sites.

‘The Bil would criminalize a wide range of legitimate conduct by creating
crimingl offenses for the acts of physically preventing a lawful activity and
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Photo: A pratest calling for justice after the murder of Honduran human rights

defender Berta Caceres in March 2016 (International Affairs Review

possessing an object for the purpose of preventing a lawjul activity,” said the group, which
included Maina Kiai.

Elsewhere: Security forces in the Democratic Republic of Congo arrested leading opposition
leader Martin Fayulu on Feb. 14, two days before a planned strike - The UK Cabinet Office
annaunced a new clause in grant agreements to ban charities from using government grants to
lobby government and Parliament - China's gavernment shut down Beijing's Zhongze Women's
Legal Counseling and Service Centre, a prominent women's legal aid center - Protesters in Seaul
staged a "virtual march”by hologram on Feb. 24 - ARussian court liquidated the country’s oldest
human rights NGO, Agora, for ‘influencing public opinion”

MARCH

The glabalhurnan rights community was rocked in March by the death of Honduran humnan rights
defender Berta Caceres, founder of the Civic Council of Papular and Indigenaus Organizations
Honduras (COPINH) and leader of the Lenca community of Rio Blanco.

Céceres was known for her work protecting the environment and denouncing violations of
human rights against indigenaus peoples. Ms. Caceres received the Goldman Prize in 2015 in
recognition of her work against the construction of the Agua Zarca dam.

The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenaus peoples, Victoria Tauli-Carpuz,
issued a staternent condemning Caceres murder on March 4; it was endorsed by Maina Kiai and
anumber of other UN independent experts.

‘Ttis very likely that this killing is linked to her work in defense of human rights of the indigenous
Lenca people,” Tauli-Corpuz said.

A fellow hurnan rights defender - Gustavo Castro Soto of Mexica - was injured during Caceres’
assassination and initially prevented from leaving Honduras. He was eventually allowed to return
home.

The vidlence against environmental activists in Honduras continued on March 15, with the killing
of Nelson Garcia, one of Caceres' calleagues at COPINH. The Special Rapparteur on the situation
of humnan rights defenders, Michel Forst, said in a statement that urgent action was needed to
prevent Honduras from turning ‘into a lawless killing zone for human rights defenders.”

O 2016: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

THE GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS
COMMUNITY WAS ROCKED
INMARCH BY THE DEATH OF
HONDURAN HUMAN RIGHTS
DEFENDER BERTA CACERES. SHE
WAS KNOWN FOR HER WORK
PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT
AND DENOUNCING VIOLATIONS
OF HUMAN RIGHTS AGAINST
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES. SHE
RECEIVED THE GOLDMAN PRIZE
IN 2075 IN RECOGNITION OF
HER EFFORTS TO OPPOSE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE AGUA
ZARCA DAM.
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‘Itis high time the Honduran autharities take concrete steps to ensure safety
for dll human rights defenders in the country, and their families,” Forst said in
the statement, which was endarsed by Maina Kiai.

Across the world in Egypt, human rights lawyer Negad EI-Borai was arrested in
March on charges of running an organization that “hinders state progress and
disturbs national security.” He was released dfter three days in custody, but
remained under investigation at the end of 2016. El-Borai participated in the
Specidl Rapporteur's May 2015 consultation to prepare his General Assembly
report comparing government treatment of the business and civil society

The law was criticized by Maina Kiai and other UN experts in 2015. And in Ethigpia
university students marched to demand an end to police crackdowns that
followed of dernanstrations aver plans to seize land in Oromia

In Turkey, government authorities seized Zaman, the country’s most widely
circulated newspaper, bringing the publication under state cantrol. The seizure
spurred pratests outside the paper’s offices, which the police dispersed
with water canons and tear gas. On March 13, a bomb attack in the capital
Ankara killed 37 people, prompting President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to call for a
rede finition of the term terrorism, ta include anyone “supporting terror”- such

sectors.

In Brazil, meanwhile, an estimated 3.5 million turned out in 376 cities to protest
President Dima Rousseff, whom demonstratars blamed for economic troubles
and a major corruption scandal. Separately, the country’s controversial new
anti-terrorism bill became law; President Rausseff vetoed portions of the bill -
carrecting some, but not all, critical points, according to one civil society graup.

aslegislators, academics, journalists or activists.

APRIL

In Mexico, a targeted media campaign accused several human rights defenders
and civil saciety arganizations of fraud and carruption and of defending alleged
criminals and falsely claiming torture. Maina Kiai and twa other UN human

Photo: A pratest against then-President Dilma Rousseff
in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on March 13, 2016
(Marcelo Vialente/Flickr
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rights experts responded an April 6 by urging the Government of Mexico to
express its ull suppart for the work of human rights defenders and civil society
organizations, and to actively counter the campaign.

The same trio of Rapparteurs also issued an April statement expressing

their alarm at the cantinuing crackdown on human rights defenders and civil
society arganizations in Egypt. They said that many NGOs had been closed
down, and that human rights defenders were being regularly interrogated by
the security forces, subjected to travel bans and having their assets frozen in
retaliation for their legitimate and peaceful human rights wark.

‘The recent attempt to forcibly close the Nadeem Center for Rehabilitation of
Victims of Violence dernonstrates how Egypt’s NGO Law is being used to abstruct
the reparting on human rights issues, such as torture,"the experts said.

April also saw the leak of the Panama Papers leak - 11.5 million pages of
internal documents from Mossack Fanseca, a Panamanian law firm that sells
anonymous offshare companies around the world. The documents named
a totdl of 140 politicians from over 50 countries, including Iceland's Prime
Minister Sigmundur Gunnlaugsson. The revelation led to massive protests
in Iceland, which culminated with the Prime Minister’s resignation on April 5.
Protests against Brazilian president Rousseff also continued, culminating with
her impeachment by congress on April 18.

Large protests elsewhere ended on a more oppressive note. In the Philippines
police opened fire an some 6,000 farmers who demonstrated on April 1,
kiling two and injuring several others. Days later in the vilage of Gandamara,
Bangladesh, police gunned down four people protesting a planned coal power
plant. And in the Maldives, palice arrested over a dozen journalists on April 4
gfter they staged a protest in the capital Male over a crackdown on freedom of
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Phato: Protesters call for the resignation of celand Prime Minister
Signundur Bunnlaugssan on April 4, 2016 (Art Bicnick via the The Reykjavik
Grapevine/Flickr

THE LEAKED PANAMA PAPERS - DETAILING
THE SHADY FINANCIAL DEALINGS OF
SCORES OF POLITICIANS - LED TO
MASSIVE PROTESTS IN ICELAND AGAINST
THE PRIME MINISTER, WHO WAS AMONG
THOSE NAMED. THE PRESSURE LED HIM TO
RESIGN ON APRIL 5

speech. Journalists returned to the streets less than a week later, demanding
that the Government investigate attacks against the media and withdraw a
proposed criminal defamation law.

On the legislative front, Cambodia’s National Assembly approved a long-
disputed trade union law on April 4, despite protests from labor groups and
the opposition that was designed to limit warkers' rights. At least two trade
unionists were injured outside the Assembly during a peaceful gathering to
protest the bill as it was being voted.

And in the realm of restrictions on foreign funding - an issue that has dogged
civil saciety for much of the past decade - it was alleged that governments
in two countries were applying double standards. In Russia, a report from the
NGO Golos claimed the political campaigns of several candidates supported by
the ruling United Russia party were aided by companies registered in foreign
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THE PROBLEM OF CLOSING CIVIC SPACE
CREEPS INTO THE UNITED NATIONS'
COMMITTEE ON NGOS

The Special Rapporteur warned in an

4 N\
\‘{V Q\\’) op-ed in May that the United Nations
\{\A ‘y)/ was increasingly falling victim to the
7" trend of closing space far civil society.

The trend is well documented on the domestic level,

with one recent study shawing that the core expressive
freedoms were vidlated to a significant degree in at least
96 cauntries during 2014. But space is clasing at the
international level as well, Kiai said, with ground zero being
the United Nations.

The biggest problem, Kiai said, is the UN's Committee on
NGO, which is mandated to cansider applications by NGOs
for consultative status, which then allows NGOs access to
UN spaces, where they can make aral staternents, lobby
diplomats, submit information and organize side events.

The Committee was created to imprave NGO participation
inthe UN, but Kiai said it is increasingly being hijacked by
governments hostile to such engagement.

“The United Nations human rights badies and mechanisms
- are key spaces for NGOs o exercise their rights to free-
dom of expression, association and peaceful assembly that
are sa frequently denied back home,”Kiai wrote. ‘But the
same gavernments that are restricting NG0s domestically
are stepping up efforts to take away NGO vaices on the
international stage as well.”

Kiar's 2014 repart to the General Assembly lso highlighted
prablems with the Committee, including the infamaus case
of the International Dalit Solidarity Netwark (which has been
attempting to gain consultative status since 2008). More

NGOs faced problems in 2016.

“The challenges our world faces are bath monumental and
urgent,”Kiai wrote. ‘They wont be salved with a top-down
approach that shuts out civil saciety. In fact, such an ap-
proach is liable ta make things worse: Cutting off avenues
for peaceful, constructive engagement only pushes people
to take mare violent and destructive paths, undermining
our collective progress.”

The full article is available on our website.
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Photo: Police arrest aman at an April 2016 protest in Vietnam protesters were angry at the government's
response to a chemical spillthat kiled tons of fish inthe country (Eddie Tien via Vietnam Voice)

countries - an apparent contradiction of a Russian law, which forbids foreign founding for a broad
spectrum of palitical activities. And in India, media reported that lawmakers had narrowed the
legal definition of ‘foreign” companies for purposes of the Fareign Contribution Regulation Act
(FCRA), allegedly to get the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party off the hook for receiving contributions
from subsidiaries of a London-based multinational. (See here for the Special Rapporteur's legal
analysis of the FCRA, and why he thinks it is in violation of international law)

Inamore positive development, the African Commission on Humnan and Peaples’Rights (ACHPR)
issued its Principles and Guidelines on Human Rights while Countering Terrarism in Africa in
April. Maina Kiai and 17 other UN experts issued a statement on April 7 welcoming the move.

In the United States, meanwhile, a protest movement sprung up in reaction to the proposed
construction of Energy Transfer Partners’ Dakata Access Pipeline in the narthern part of the
country. The pipeline would carry oil from North Dakata to southern llinais, crossing beneath
the Missauri and Mississippi Rivers, and Lake Oahe near the Standing Rock Indian Reservation.

And in France, the Nuit Debout movement - which arase out of protests against propased labor
reforms - occupied the Place de la Republique.

Flsewhere: More than a month after Berta Caceres’ murder, Maina Kiai and other UN reiterated their
appedl to the Gavernment of Honduras ta provide justice over her killing - Vietnam issued new
regulations limiting the right to dernonstrate outside Courts when trials are in session - A court in
Egypt ruled that NGOs have a right to foreign funding, despite & crackdown an such graups - A group
of UN experts warned that aver a dozen political prisoners infran - including prominent human rights
defenders, lawyers and political activists - were at risk of death in detention

MAY

May 1is atraditional day for labor protests, but demonstrators in Vietnam last year had a diferent
concern: dead fish. Throughout April and May, mare than 100 tons of dead fish reportedly washed
up on Vietnam's coastline. Government researchers concluded that they were poisoned by toxic
chemicals, but didnt say from where. Many Vietnamese were convinced the toxins came from
wastewater discharged from a nearby steel plant owned by Taiwanese canglomerate Formosa
Plastics (the company later admitted this). Protests became so widespread by May that the
government repartedly blocked access to Facebook in response.

The Ugandan Government also blacked access to Internet sacial media sites in the country,
ahead of the May 12 swearing in of President Yoweri Museveni, whose re-election in February
sparked widespread protests. The Government also banned live television ar radio coverage of
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"SECURITY CONCERNS SHOULD NOT BE USED AS A
PRETEXT TO HARASS JOURNALISTS, LAWYERS AND
PROTESTERS AND TO BAN PEACEFUL POLITICAL
OPPOSITION. [THIS] UNDERMINES NOT ONLY PUBLIC
DEBATE AND FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, BUT SECURITY
AND LONG-TERM STABILITY.

Special Rapporteurs Maina Kiai, David Kaye and Michel Farst in their May 9 statement candemning the Egyptian governments escalating crackdown
on peaceful assernbly and other expressive rights

protests.

Labor issues were at the fore in France in May, as the Government pushed through cantroversial

labar reforms on May 11, making make it easier for employers tohire and fire workers. The move
sparked immediate and widespread protests throughout the country, including labor stoppages
by transpartation warkers, nuclear workers, il re finery warkers and more.

May alsa saw the start of regular Monday protests organized by the Kenya's opposition political
party against the country’s electoral cammission. On the second Monday, May 16, palice in
Nairobi confronted protesters with tear gas and water canons; shocking pictures emerged of
pratesters being badly beaten by of ficers. The following week, three protesters were shat dead in
the western towns of Kisumu and Siaya.

Macedonia’s sa-called ‘calorful revalution”heated up in May, with a eries of protests against the
Government that saw dernonstrators cover city walls and monuments in splashes of brightly
colored paint.

The Egyptian Government escalated its crackdown on peaceful assemblies, sentencing 101
dernonstrators who took part in anti-government demnonstrations in April to five years in jail.
The country’s 75-year-old Journalists Syndicate was also raided by security forces on May 1.

Special Rapparteurs Maina Kiai, David Kaye and Michel Forst issued a staternent on May 9
condernning Egypt’s “disprapartionate reactions against the exercise of the rights to assembly
and expression in the country.”

“Security concerns should not be used as a pretext to harass journalists, lawyers and protesters
and to ban peaceful palitical opposition, which will undermine not only public debate and
fundamental rights, but security and long-term stability,” they said.

The same trio of experts also called upon Chinese autharities to repeal the Law on the Management
of Foreign Non-Governmental Organizations'Activities adopted by the National Peaple’s Cangress
on April 28 and scheduled to enter into force on Jan. 1, 2017.

Under the new Law foreignNGOs are banned from undertaking activities deemed as ‘endangering
national unity, national security or ethnic unity or harming China’s national interests and societal
public interests.”

“We fear that the excessively broad and vague provisions, and administrative discretion givento
the authorities in regulating the wark of foreign NGOs can be wielded as tools to intimidate, and
even suppress, dissenting views and opinions in the country,”the experts said.

Maina Kiai and ather UN experts also sharply criticized the Government of Cambadia over the
arrest of the so-called ABHOC S - five human rights defenders who were arrested and accused
of bribery on the margins of a politically-mativated sex scandal invalving an appasition party
leader. The human rights defenders maintain that the support was part of their regular human
rights work.
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Phota: A protest in Egypt in 2011
(Ahmad Harmnmnoud/Flickr
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KIAI TO FINANCIAL CRIME BODY: FOSTER
CIVIL SOCIETY AS PARTNER, NOT ENEMY.
IN THE HIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM

FATF  InJdune.the Financial Action Task Force
- - an intergavernmental bady that sets
w  standards to combat money laundering
andterrorist financing - revised its
Recommendation 8, a controversial regulation intended to
protect the nonproit sector from abuse through terrorist
financing.
The original version of Recommendation 8 labeled the
non-profit sector as ‘particularly vulnerable™ to terrorist
abuse. The revised Recommendation calls on cauntries
to apply propartionate measures only towards non-
profits identified as being at risk. Civil society groups
had complained for years that this language provided a
convenient excuse for governments to clamp down on
legitimate peaceful dissent.

In the lead-up to FATF's review of the Recarnmendation,
Specidl Rapparteur Maina Kiai wrote an open letter calling
upan the organization to improve its cooperation with

civil society, and to consider the sector's significant
contributions in the fight against terrarism. The comments
were submitted to FATF's “Consultation and Dialogue
Meeting with Non-Profit Organizations,"held on April 18 in
Vienna, Austria.

The Special Rapporteur further called upon FATF to
leverage its leadership position to positively influence
governments’approach to counter-terrarism mechanisms
away frorn measures that constrain civic space.”

Kiai's full letter can be found on our website.

The Israeli Knesset in Jerusalem
(israeltourism/Flickr

The arrests led to weekly ‘Black Monday” protests in Cambodia, which the government promptly
suppressed.

Elsewhere: After Thailand marked two years under military rule on May 22, one news outlet
warned that its ‘thought crime” arrests were getting dangerously bizarre - Maina Kiai and other
UN experts called an the Gavernment of Kazakhstan ta protect the rights ta freedom of peaceful
assembly and freedom of expression after mass arrests, detentions and criminal prosecutions
following demanstrations over proposed land reforms across the cauntry - Kiai alsa joined a
statement urging Somalia to halt acts of intimidation and reprisals against members and
leaders of two trade unions, and to stop interfering in the unions’ internal affairs and activities -
A separate group of United Nations experts expressed outrage after Iran's Narges Mohammad,
a prominent activist and human rights defender, was sentenced to 16 years” imprisanment -
Indonesian police arrested hundreds of West Papuan would-be protesters on May 31 to prevent
thern rallying for the release of political prisaners - India annaunced it would allow mare foreign
direct investment in key commercial sectars - including the defense sector - in stark contrast
to steps taken recently to restrict foreign funding for civil society organizations - As the World
Humanitarian Summit kicked off in Istanbul, a group of UN Special Procedures mandate holders
urged all participants to ensure that human rights were prominent in the discussions “and
integrated into all aspects of the conference”

JUNE

Maina Kiai and twa ather UN rights experts called an the Gavernment of India to repeal the Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act (FCRAJ, which they said was being increasingly used to obstruct civil
society’s access to foreign funding, in violation of international human rights standards.

The experts’ call came after the Indian Ministry of Home Affairs suspended for six months the
registration of the non-governmental organization Lawyers Collective, under the FCRA.

“We are alarmed that FCRA provisions are being used mare and more to silence organizations
involved in advacating civil, political, ecanomic, social, enviranmental or cultural priarities, which
may differ from those backed by the Government,”the experts said.

For a detailed analysis of FCRA, see the Info Note of April 20, 2016, prepared by the Special
Rapporteur and submitted to the Government of Indie: http://freeassembly.net/news/india-fcra-
info-note/. The Special Rapporteur also gave two interviews on the subject in 2016 with Indian
media outlets, Live Mint and the Hindu. He noted in bath that as the worlds largest democracy,
‘India is seen as a leader for other cauntries” but that unfortunately in the area of restricting civil
society’s access to foreign resaurces, ‘it is leading in the wrong direction.”

There were troubling developments for NGOs in Israel as well, as lawmakers cansidered a so-
called NGO transparency bill that would effectively target organizations critical of government

IN ISRAEL, LAWMAKERS WERE
CONSIDERING A 5S0-CALLED 'NGO
TRANSPARENCY BILL. MAINA
KIAI AND OTHER UN EXPERTS
SAID THE LAW WOULD CHILL THE
SPEECH OF HUMAN RIGHTS NGOS
BY SUBJECTING THEM TO HARSH
PENALTIES AND DELEGITIMIZING
THEM PUBLICLY.
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policy. Maina Kiai and other UN experts issued a statement on June 24

expressing grave cancern that the law would chill the speech of human rights
NGOs by subjecting thern to harsh penalties and delegitimizing them publicly.

The legislation requires NGOs that receive more than half of their funding from
foreign government entities to disclose certain information, such as the names
of their donors in all publications intended for or made available to the public, or
inany written appeal to a public emplayee ar public representative.

By differentiating between donations from foreign palitical bodies and donations
from ather sources, the proposed legislation will ikely lead sorne NGOs to be
perceived as agents of foreign entities, regardless of how autonomausly they
operate,”Kiai said.

The bill ultimately became law in July.

Bahrain’s crackdown on plitical dissent continued with the sentencing of
Sheikh Ali al-Salman, the leader of the Wefaq opposition party, to nine years
imprisonment on charges of inciting violence. The move prompted a staternent
from Special Rapparteur David Kaye, who called it part of a ‘worrying trend
of political repression further shrinking the space for any form of dissent in
Bahrain today.”

‘Silencing the opposition is never an acceptable or effective response o
situations of political instability,”he added. Kaye's statement was endorsed by
Maina Kiai and two other UN experts.

United Nations human rights experts also called on the Gavernment of Viet Nam

to stap the persecution of Ms. Tran Thi Hong, whose husband is in prison for
peaceful religious activities. The experts said she had been repeatedly arrested
and tortured in retaliation for informing the international cormunity of human
rights violations against her husband.

(O 2016: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Phato: A crowd gathers around a car trans-
porting the body of slain Cambadian activist
Kem Ley in Phnom Penh on duly 10, 2016
(photo: Heng Chivoan/Phnom Penh Post)

Elsewhere: On June 15, the French government said it was considering a
ban on labor law pratests - 25,000 Croatians demonstrated in Zagreb on
June 1 accusing the government of political meddling in education reform -
Violence at a teachers’ protest in Mexico left six dead in mid-dJune - Maina Kiai
joined a statement from Special Rapparteur David Kaye expressing dismay
at the lengthy prison sentences imposed on leaders in Tajikistan’s Islamic
Renaissance Party of Tajikistan; “stability can never be achieved through the
repression of all forms of dissent,”Kaye said.

JULY

Anti-government protests that started in late 2015 among the Oromo -
Ethiopia’s largest ethnic group - spread in July to the Amhara, the country’s
second-largest group. Authorities responded to some demonstrations with
deadly force, reportedly killing 30 peaple &t an August protest in Bahir Dar. The
government also shut down the country’s Internet for two days. Human Rights
Watch estimated a month later that Ethiopian security forces had killed at least
300 protesters since Nov. 2015.

In Cambodia, prominent political commentator Kem Ley was shot dead at a
convenience store on July 10, prompting outrage from civil society. Kem Ley
was the founder of the grassroots network Khmer for Khmer and frequently
made public criticisms of the Government.

Maina Kiai and four other UN human rights experts candemned the murder
on July 13, saying its circumstances “gave rise to deep concerns.” They also
called for a “prompt, thorough and impartial investigation” conducted by “an
independent body with no ties to the Government.”

Across the border, Thailand was preparing to vote on a new canstitution,
following over two years of rule by a military junta that took pawer in a coup
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SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR: 'IT°S TIME FOR
DEVELOPMENT BANKS TO START
LISTENING

The Specia Rapporteur authared an op-ed in Foreign Policy
inJuly, in which he called upon international financial
institutions to counter the global trend of closing civil saciety
space by promoting more cornmunity participation in their
activities.

His call came roughly one year after the United Nations set the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), an ambitious blueprint
for governments and financiers to use their poltical power
and resources to end poverty, hunger, and disease. Kiai notes
inthe op-edthat while development banks play akey rale in
ensuring the success of the SDGs, they cannot do it alane.

‘Far more important than governments and international
donors are the individuals and civic arganizations that wil
help design, carry out, and monitor the development proj-
ects on which the whole scheme depends,” Kiai wrate in
the piece. “Without vibrant civil societies, the Sustainable
Development Goals are dead in the water.”

For more, see our website.

"% THEGLOBAL GOALS
v \ 7
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detat. Ahead of the Aug. 7 vate, Special Rapparteur David Kaye issued a statement criticizing
the country’s Constitutional Referendum Act, which criminalizes expression and access to
information about the draft canstitution. Maina Kiai endorsed the statement.

In June and July, at least 86 peaple In Thailand were investigated or charged under a government
clampdown an dissenting voices ahead of the Aug. 7 vate. In July, several activists were charged
under the Constitutional Referendurn Act for a campaign urging vaters to reject the draft canstitution.

Instead of criminalizing expression on the draft constitution, the Thai government should
encourage an open environment for public discaurse to ensure an informed participation during
the constitutional referendum,”Kaye said.

The canstitution was appraved an Aug. 7, with a vate of 61.45% in its favar.

In the United States, the shooting by palice of two African-American men in Minnesota and
Louisiana in July set off a fresh wave of Black Lives Matter pratests, with thausands of peaple
taking to the streets. Hundreds were arrested in connection with the protests. The situation took
adark turn on July 7 when five police of ficers were killed by a sniper in during aprotest in Dallas,
Texas.

Roughly a week later, three mare police of ficers were kiled by a lone gunman in Baton Rouge
Louisiana. Neither of the police shoatings were linked to protests, but tensions were high in the
weeks following the events (the Special Rapporteur made an official visit to the United States in
July: for more, see the Country Visits section of this report]

Turkey declared a state of emergency following an attempted coup detat in July, and subsequently
notified the UN Secretary-General of its intent to derogate from numerous articles of the ICCPR.
The move prompted a statement from several UN experts in August, who urged Turkey to uphold
its obligations, even in during the emergency.

“The invocation of Article 4 is lawful only if there is a threat to the life of the nation, a condition
that arguably is nat met in this case”, the experts noted. ‘Even in situations that meet this high
threshold, Article 4 establishes limits to how much a state may deviate from its obligations under
the Covenant.”

“The derogation provision under Article 4 does not give a carte blanche to ignare dll abligations
under the ICCPR. Even where deragation is permitted, the Government has a legal abligation to
limit such measures to those that are strictly required by the needs of the situation,”they added.

In the gftermath of the attempted caup on 15 July, Turkey saw an escalation of detentions and
purges, in particular in the education, media, military and justice sectors.

In Kenya, human rights lawyer Willie Kimani was found dead - along with his client Josphat
Mwenda and driver Joseph Muiruri - in a river outside Nairobi. The three were last seen on June
23, when Kimani accompanied Mwenda during a trial over palice abuse of power. Shortly after
leaving the courthouse, the three were kidnapped. Kenyan palice officers were charged with the
murders.

Maina Kiai and six felow UN experts issued a statement on July 28 expressing deep concern
about the on-going pattern of extrajudicial executions in Kenya. They urged the Government to
put an end to police violence and ensure accountability for the perpetratars.

Flsewhere: A court in South Korean sentenced Karean Confederation of Trade Unians president
Han Sang-gyun to five years in prison on July 4 for organizing a 2015 protest that turned violent
- Zimbabwe saw several protests over the ecanomy, including the #ShutBownZimbabwe2016
day on July 6 - The UN Economic and Sacial Council averturned a decision by its NGO Committee
to deny consultative status to the Committee to Protect Journalists - Protests also swept through
Armenia starting on July 17, marking the fourth cansecutive surnmer that the capital of Yerevan
has seen major demnonstrations; Human Rights Watch said in a staternent that the authorities’
respanse o the Targely peaceful protests has been excessive and cruel”- Thousands of peaple
marched through Londan, protesting UK voters'decision to leave the EU in a June 23 referendum
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Phota: A July 2, 2016, protest in the United Kingdom against British
voters' decision to leave the European Union (Garon S/Flickr

AUGUST

The Brazilian city of Rio de Janeiro hosted the 2016 Surnmer Olympic Games
Aug. 5-21, which set the stage for a number of protests. On Aug. 4, hundreds
of demonstrators angry at the high cost of hasting the Games protested the
arrival of the Olympic torch in Rio. Riot police used tar gas and pepper spray to
disperse the crowd. During the games themselves, spectators were removed
Tom their seats at least twice for calling for the ouster of Brazils interim
President Michel Terner. Another spectator was asked to take down a sign
reading "Let Iranian women enter their stadiums.” And Ethiopian marathoner
Feyisa Lilesa used the Olympic marathon on Aug. 21 to stage a protest of his
own, raising his arms to form an X" - a protest gesture used by the Oromo
peaple - as he crossed the finish line.

In Gabon, meanwhile, protests erupted in the capital of Libreville on Aug. 31
after President Ali Banga was declared winner of a presidential election that the
opposition says was rigged. Some pratesters allegedly set fire tothe country’s
National Assembly building, while opposition leader Jean Ping said two people
were killed when government forces attacked his party’s headguarters.

Also on Aug. 31, a group of United Nations human rights experts called on the
Sudanese authorities to drap charges carrying the death sentence brought
against six peaple finked to a prominent Khartoum-based organization, Training
and Human Development (TRACKS).

The six have been charged with criminal conspiracy, undermining the
constitutional system, waging war against the State, espionage, and terrorism.
All charges carry the death penalty.

‘The charges brought against them appear to be directly linked to their work
in the defense of human rights, while exercising their Tights to freedom of
expression and freedom of association,”Maina Kiai said in a statement.

The persecution of Shias continued in Bahrain, prompting a statement from
five UN experts on Aug. 16. The group, which included Maina Kiai, said that
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the “intensified wave of arrests, detentions, summons, interragations and
criminal charges brought against numerous Shia religious clerics and singers,
human rights defenders and peaceful dissidents is having a chilling effect on
fundamental human rights.”

They raised the cases of Ayatalah Sheikh Isa Qassim - whase citizenship
was revoked - and Sheikh Maytham Al-Salman, a human rights defender who
is under a de-facto travel ban and faces criminal charges for canvening an
‘llegal gathering.”

“We are caling on the Government of Bahrain to stop such arbitrary arrests or
summons and release all those wha have been detained for exercising their
rights,” they said.

Elsewhere: David Kaye issued a statement on Aug. 3 deploring Maldives'
adoption of the “Protection of Reputation and Good Name and Freedom of
Expression Bill," warning that it limits the right to freedarn of expression to such
adegree that the right itself is in jeapardy; his call was endorsed by Maina Kiai -
Three student leaders who led massive pro-democracy protests in Hong Kong
in 2014 were sentenced on Aug. 15, but avoided jail time - Maina Kiai and other
UN experts expressed deep cancern over the health of prominent Chinese
human rights defender Yang Maadong (also known as Guo Feixiong) wha is
imprisoned for peacefully protesting against government censarship

SEPTEMBER

Pratests against the Dakata Access Pipeline in the United States were in the
spatlight after The United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenaus Issues
offered its suppart for the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, whose land was
threatened by the praject. On Sept. 3, three US federal agencies intervened in
the project, requesting that the pipeline company valuntarily halt construction
on a partion of the pipeline near Lake Oahe.

The N Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peaples, Victoria Tauli-
Corpuz, also issued a statement an Sept. 23 calling on the United States to halt al
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construction. Anumber of other UN experts endarsed her call, including Maina Kia.

Flsewhere in the United States, the country saw a new wave of Black Lives
Matter protests after police killed African-American men in North Carclina
Oklahoma and California. Meanwhile, a growing number of players in the
country’s popular National Football League began kneeling and raising their
fists during pre-game national anthern ceremonies to draw attention to racial
inequlity.

In the Demacratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), a palitical crisis was unfolding
over President Joseph Kabila's stated intent to remain in power beyond his
constitutional imit of two terms. Demonstrators who took to the streets
to protest the move were violently suppressed, and a ban on protests was
imposed in the capital of Kinshasa.

Maina Kial and felow UN expert Agnes Callamard issued a statement on Sept. 23
caling upan the DRC government to put an endta the dispropartionate use of force
against the exercise of the freedoms of peaceful assembly and expression.

‘There is clearly a palitical crisis in the Demacratic Republic of the Congo, but
a threat ta the government does not equal a threat to the State. It is imperative
at times such as these that autharities give space to allow individudls ta raise
their voices to express their views and aspirations,” he added.

South Korean protester Baek Nam-gi - a 63-year-old farmer who was
knacked to the ground by a water cannon during aNov. 2015 protest - died on
Sept. 25, after spending nearly a year inacoma. Maina Kiai issued a staternent
expressing his candalences to the family on his death, and called for a full and
independent investigation into the police’s use of a water cannon.

Fcuador dissolved the National Union of Teachers (UNE), the largest teachers
trade union in the country. The UNE, founded in 1950, was dissolved through the
application of Executive Decree N. 733, which regulates the operation of social

organizations. A group of United Nations human rights experts, including Maina
Kial, condemned the move.

“The right to freedom of association is a fundamental right, to which only a very
limited number of restrictions may apply,” Kiai said. ‘The forced dissalution
of an association is ane of the severest types of restrictions to freedom of
association, which can only be justified in the most exceptional cases.”

The UN experts went on to state that the dissolution was likely to related to the
union’s human rights wark. ‘In fact, it seems that the decision is arbitrary, poltical
and lacks any logical connection to a legitimate State interest,”"they noted.

In Venezuela, hundreds of thousands of peaple marched through the capital
of Caracas on Sept. 2, calling for the removal of President Nicolas Maduro. The
Committee to Praject Journalists reported that at least six journalists had been
denied entry into the country just before the protests.

And Egypt's repression of civil society continued unabated, as a court froze
the_assets of five prominent human rights activists and three NGOs. The
individuals were accused of illegally receiving foreign donations, and face up 25
years in prison if convicted. The Special Rapparteur condemned the decision

in Octaber, and warned more generally abaut the growing restrictions that civil
society faced in Egypt - including a proposed NGO law.

Flsewhere: Hong Kong student leader Joshua Wang was denied entry to
Thailand, where he was to speak at a canference; meanwhile, his compatriots
inthe protest movement won seats in the cityslegislature - Special Rapporteur
Michel Forst urged Azerbaijan to not take a “punitive” approach towards civil
society following his of ficial visit ta the country - Swaziland's Suppression of
Terrorism Act, which has been used by gavernment to ban political groups,
was been declared uncanstitutional by the country’s High Court - Two farmers
were killed and 42 were injured in September when Indian palice opened fire on

Photo: Congolese soldiers arrest a protester in Butembo, Democratic
Republic of Congo, on Aug. 24, 2016 (Kenny Katorbe/REUTERS)
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“INLIGHT OF THE LACK OF
PROGRESS IN INVESTIGATING
THE SYSTEMATIC VIOLENCE
AGAINST PROTESTERS,

WE URGE THE ETHIGPIAN
GOVERNMENT TO ALLOW AN
INTERNATIONAL INDEPENDENT
COMMISSION TO ASSIST IN
SHEDDING LIGHT ON THESE
ALLEGATIONS.”

a crowd protesting a thermal plant - MainaKiai joined a statement from Special
Rapporteur David Kaye condernning the kiling of Nahed Hattar, a prominent
Jordanian journalist and writer who was well-known for his oppasition to both
the Government and to radical Islam

OCTOBER

In Ethiopia, more than 50 people were killed in a stampede after police fired
tear gas and rubber bullets to disperse an anti-government protest during an
Oromo festival. The deaths marked the latest bloodshed as the result of the
Government's crackdown an protests, which had killed over 600 peaple up to
that point.

Less than two weeks later, the Government announced a six-month state of
emergency, giving autharities greater power to crack down on dissent. New
requlations made it ilegal to watch television stations set up by the Ethiopian
diaspora and to post links from these arganizations' websites on social media,

among ather things.

In respanse to the growing repression, Maina Kiai and other UN Special
Rapporteurs urged the Ethiopian autharities to end their crackdown and to
allow an international commission of inquiry to investigate the violence used
against peaceful dernanstrators.

n light of the lack of progress in investigating the systernatic vidlence
against protesters, we urge the Ethiopian Government to allow an international
independent commission to assist in shedding light on these dllegations,"they
added. ‘The scale of this vidlence and the shacking number of deaths make it
clear that this is a calculated campaign to eliminate opposition movements
and silence dissenting voices.”

A prominent Vietnamese blogger known for her criticism of the government
was arrested on Oct. 11. Nguyen Ngoc Nnu Quynh - also known as Mother
Mushroom - was accused of distorting the truth and spreading propaganda
against the State; she faces up ta 12 years in prison. Separately, civil society
criticized Vietnam's draft NGO law as unconstitutional, and said it would cripple
organizations working on issues ranging from the rights of disabled people to
the pramotion of human rights.

A group of United Nations experts - including Maina Kiai - called on the
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Phota: Amarch for Ethiopia's Oromia peaple
in 2007 (Oramia Movies/Flickr

Government of India to release human rights defender Khurram Parvez, who
was arrested in September for alleged activities against public order.

‘Mr. Parvez is a wel-known and outspoken human rights defender who
has had a longstanding and positive engagement with the UN humnan rights
mechanisms,"the experts said. His continued detention following his arrest just
a Jew days before his participation in the UN Human Rights Councll, suggests a
deliberate attempt to abstruct his legitimate human rights activism.”

Parvez was finally released on Nov. 30.

In mare positive news from Poland, a proposal by the recently-elected
conservative government to ban dll abortions set off a wave of successive
pratests in Septernber and October. By Oct. 5, the Government signaled that
they would back off of their plans. The Minister of science and higher education
said that the pratests had “caused us to think and taught us humility.”

Elsewhere: Thousands of peaple protested across Moracca in late October,
gfter fish-seller was crushed to death in a refuse lorry while trying to retrieve
fish confiscated by police - Maina Kiai joined a statement from the Special
Rapporteur onhuman rights in Iran calling on the government to uncanditionally
release of a British-Iranian national sentenced to five years in prison for
unknown charges - Kiai also joined a statement expressing serious concern
over anumber of Mauritanian activists who were jailed for their alleged role in
a protest against forced evictions in Nouakchatt; the experts said it appeared
that the individuals were being targeted by the Gavernment for their anti-
slavery advocacy

NOVEMBER

The election of Donald Trump as the next President of the United States sparked
awave of protests across the country. Protesters took to the streets in several
cities, criticizing the racism, sexism and xenophobia that they say Trump has
made mainstream. Demonstrations continued through the end of the year,
cuminating with the Women's March on Washington, which was held the
day after Trump’s inauguration on Jan. 21, 2017. Organizers said that some 5
millon peaple marched that day - both in the main protest and in hundreds of
solidarity marches in the US and around the world.

In Bangladesh, civil saciety raised serious concerns about the country’s new
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POLITICAL CRISIS IN DR CONGO LEADS TO
ABUSIVE RESTRICTIONS

The Special Rapporteur focused
increasingly on the Demacratic Republic
of Congo (ORC) in November and De-
cember, as a deepening palitical crisis
- and restrictions on assembly and association rights in
respanse - threatened to plunge the country into chags.

The crisis began when President Joseph Kabila pledged
that he would nat step down when his secand term ended
on Dec. 19, despite a constitutional ban on a third term. In
November, Kiai and other UN experts called on the Gavern-
ment to lift a ban on protests in the capital, Kinshasa, amid
increased sacidl discantent over the political situation.

On Bec. 1, Kiai endorsed a statement from the Specil
Rapporteur on freedom of expression, David Kaye, that
alleged the BRC government was jamming radio broad-
casts, arresting journalists, and targeting the independent
media. On the same day, the Government announced it
was banning unregistered associations.

On Dec. 19, the day that Kabila was to step down, Kiai
issued anather statement blasting the recent restrictions
as being in “violation of international human rights conven-
tions to which the government in Kinshasa is a signatory.”

“The targeted repression of dissenting vaices of civil soci-
ety and human rights defenders is contrary to democratic
principles,” the experts said. ' civil society is nat allowed
to exercise the rights of freedom of expression, freedom
of assaciation and peaceful assembly, protesters wil
inevitably resart to violence, for which anly the authorities
are o be blamed.”
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Photo: Scene from the Bersih S march in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, on Nov. 19, 2016
(photo: Kharil Yusof/Flickr

law to regulate foreign-funded NGOs, saying it was intended to intimidate groups critical of the
government. The law gives the government the power to suspend or ban foreign-funded NGO for
making ‘malicious” or “deragatory”remarks about the country’s canstitutional bodies.

Anti-corruption protesters inKenya were met with a brutal police respanse on Nov. 3, prompting
condemnation from several UN human rights experts. A number of people were reportedly
injured or detained.

‘Interference with the right to freedom of peaceful assembly is inexcusable at any time, but
it is especially repugnant when demonstratars are calling for government accountability,” the
experts said. ‘Protesters may sometimes raise uncomfortable truths, but halding peaple in
power o accaunt is a central function of peaceful assemblies ina demacracy.”

Maina Kiai expressed similar sentiments on Nov. 15 in response to reparts of excessive force
being used against demonstrators protesting against the Dakata Access Pipeline in the United
States. Pratesters said they were targeted with rubber bullets, teargas, mace, compression
grenades and bean-bag rounds while expressing concerns over environmental impact and
trying to protect burial grounds and other sacred sites of the Standing Rack Sioux Tribe. Some of
the 400 people held during the demonstrations had suffered ‘inhuman and degrading conditions
in detention,”Kiai said.

‘This is a troubling respanse to peaple who are taking action to protect natural resources
and ancestral territory in the face of profit-seeking activity,” he added. People feel that their
concerns are being ignared, and it is their right to stage peaceful assemblies so that these
concerns can be heard. The authorities have an obligation to actively protect that right.”

Massive protests in November led the Turkish government to withdraw a controversial bill that
would have authorized men convicted of sexually assaulting minors to be released from jail if
they married their victims.

South Korea was rocked by large protests in November, as thousands of peaple rallied to
demand the resignation of President Park Geun-hye. Up to 1 millon people were said to have
turned out for a rally on Nov. 13. The President was plunged into crisis after it emerged that
she was taking policy advice from a lfe-long friend with no political experience and links to a
questionable cult. The friend is also accused of using her relationship with Park to embezzle $70
millon in donations meant for two foundations.

In Mdlaysia, Bersih 2.0 - a caalition of civil society organizations campaigning for clean and fair
elections - staged their much-anticipated Bersih 5 rally in three cities on Nov. 19. The rally was
allowed to proceed, but a number of arganizers were arrested on Nov. 18, including Bersih 2.0 chair
Maria Chin Abdullah. She was subsequently detained under the Security Offences Special Measures
Act 2012 (SOSMA) - a law conceived to battle terrorism and other national security threats.
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“THISBILL ... AIMS TO DESTROY EGYPT'S
FOUNDATION FOR PEACEFUL. CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
AT TS VERY ROOTS. IF IT BECOMES LAW. IT WOULD
DEVASTATE CIVIL SOCIETY NOT ONLY IN THE SHORT
TERM. BUT POSSIBLY FOR GENERATIONS TO COME".

Special Rapporteur Maina Kiai in his Nov. 23 staternent on Egypt's new NGO law, which was approved by parfiament onNav 15

Abdullah was later released, but Maina Kiai and other UN experts issued a statement in early
Becember expressing deep concern. Her arrest will clearly have a chilling effect on civil society
participation,” they said.

The experts also emphasized that the Government’s portrayal of the work of Bersh 2.0 as
“political” was disturbing.

‘Human rights work is not a means to attain palitical power,” they said. ‘Calling for a free, fair
and transparent election system nat only complies with international human rights law, but also
benefits society at large, not a particular party or candidate. Arresting and harassing members
of such amavernent, on the ather hand, appears unequivacally political,” they said.

In India, meanwhile, it was reported that thousands more NGOs were stripped of their Foreign
Contribution Regulations Act licenses ta receive funds from abroad.

And in Sauth Africa, dernonstrators continued to callfor Jacab Zuma to resign, as a judge ordered
the release of a damning report into corruption allegations against the South African President.

Elsewhere: Four people were killed during protests against the UN peacekeeping mission in
Central African Republic; peacekeepers allegedly opened fire when demanstratars tried to force
their way into the UN headguarters - CIVICUS launched the Civic Space Monitor, an online toal that
tracks the state of civil society freedoms around the world - Burundi banned three UN human
rights investigatars after their report accused the government of gross human rights violations;
the government alsa banned five human rights NGOs - A protest outside the U.S. Embassy in
Manila, Philippines, ended after a police van drove back and forth through a crowd of protesters
- In Ethiapia, it was reparted in mid-Novemnber 11,607 peaple had been arrested since a state of
emergency was declared in October - The UN Warking Group on Arbitrary Detention renewed its
call for Saudi Arabia to release nine human rights activists who were jailed after participating in
activities relating ta the promation and protection of human rights; Special Rapparteur Maina Kiai
Joined their call

DECEMBER

Large protests continued in Poland over a range of moves by the ruling Law and Justice party
(PiS). The biggest began on Dec. 16 after the party's announcement that it would ban the news
media - except specially accredited journalists - from the parliament building as of Jan. 1, 2017.
Inside parliament, opposition lawmakers blockaded the padium, effectively halting proceedings
over the restriction of press freedoms. Earlier in December, meanwhile, Palish lawmekers
also faced criticism over restrictive amendments to the law on assemblies, which were later
softened.

After months of sustained and massive protests in South Korea, lawmakers impeached president
Park Geun-hye on Dec. 9, 2016. The months leading up to the mave saw the country’s largest
protests since pro-democracy demonstrations of the 1980s.

In Burundi, parliament passed a law impasing strict controls on international NGOs. The law
forces international groups to keep their accounts in foreign currency at the central bank,
imposes new administration fees, and requires them to flle reparts on their activities every six
manths. Weeks later, the Government announced that they were banning ITEKA, the country’s

O 2016: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

sAlSo

EGYPT NGO BILL THREATENS TO
DEVASTATE" CIVIL SOCIETY. KIAI WARNS

United Nations expert Maina Kiai

expressed serious alarm on Nov. 23,

2016, at Egypt’s approval of a draft law

which would impase major restrictions
on the work of non-governmental organizations (NGOs).
Kiai said that if the bill became law, it would devastate the
country’s civil society for generations to come and turn it
into a government puppet.

Kiai had previously warned in October that the passage of
the bill would raise further guestions about compatibility of
the Egyptian legislation with its international human rights
obligations.”

The Egyptian Parliament approved the bill on Nov. 15 and
sent it to the State Council for review; it will be sent back to
the Parliament for a final vote at an unknown date. Kiai said

the law appeared to be “deliberately drafted to curtail civi
society’s ability to operate, and to stifle their ability to freely

express themselves”.

“This bill propases perhaps the warst restrictions on
fundamental freedams in Egypt since the 2011 uprisings,”
Kiai said. ‘It aims to destroy Egypt’s foundation for peacefu,
civic engagement at its very roots. If it becomes law, it
would devastate civil saciety not only in the short term, but
possibly for generations to came”.

The Special Rapporteur highlighted alitany of serious
flaws in the proposed law. One of the gravest, he said, was
that the Government wauld wield excessive power and
discretion in deciding who could establish an association
and for what purpose.

The bill would introduce a wide range of restrictions
on activities, obliging associations to “achieve sacial
development goals within the scope of state plans and
development needs and priorities”.

In Navernber and December, Kiai signed onto two separate
Egypt-related statements criticizing Egypt’s increasing use
of travel bans on human rights defenders and condemning
the government’s escalating action against warmnen human

rights defenders and women's Tights groups.
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oldest human rights arganization.

Protests by Cameraon's Anglophone community were violently crushed by
police on Dec. 8, leading Special Rapporteurs Maina Kiai and Rita lzsak-Ndiaye
o issue a statement calling on Government to exercise restraint and begin
didlogue. Sources said that police used live bullets to disperse protesters,
leadingto the death of at least four peaple. Dozens more were injured, arbitrarily
arrested and allegedly tortured.

In democratic societies, demonstrations and pratests are key o raising
awareness about humnan rights, and political and social concerns, including
those regarding minarity issues,” Kiai said. ‘Peaceful pratests play a critical
role in amplifying the vaices of people who are marginalized, and present an
alternative narrative to established political interests.”

On Dec. 6, the Special Rapporteur joined other UN human rights experts
condernning the sentencing of Kazakh human rights defenders Max Bokayev
and Talgat Ayan, who were jalled in Novemnber for organizing peaceful
demonstrations. The Special Rapparteur published a legal analysis of the case
in Octaber.

Not only the legal process against Mr. Bokayev and Mr. Ayan raised serious
questions about its faimess, but also the charges brought against them
essentially criminalized their rights to peaceful assembly and [ree expression
of dissenting views,”the experts said.

And Ecuador made yet anather move to stifle civil saciety, issuing an arder to
close Accion Ecologica, an NGO which supports environmental and indigenous
rights, after it called for a Peace and Truth Cornmission ta explore the attacks
on these rights.

Agroup of UN independent human rights experts, including Maina Kial, issued a
statement on Dec. 30 urging the Ecuadorian autharities to reverse the decision
and reform the legislation it is using to dissalve the groups.

(O 2016: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Photo: A pratest against South Korean President
Park Geun-hye in Seoul on Dec. 24, 2016
(Ken Shin/Flickr

‘The Government of Fcuador seems to be systematically dissolving
organizations when they become too vocdl or challenge government
orthodoxy,” they said, noting previous moves to dissalve groups such as
Pachamama’ and the Union Nacional de Educadores and NGO Fundamedios’
over the past three years.

The closure proceedings against Accion Ecologica were eventually stopped in
early January 2017.

And on Dec. 9 - just ahead of Human Rights Day - more than /0 UN humnan
rights experts issued a joint staternent urging all Governments around the
world to stand up for human rights.

‘The greatest achievernent of the international community since the end
of World War Il has been the canstruction of an international human rights
systemn based upon the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which was
adopted 68 years ago, " they said.

‘But taday, a chill wind is blowing through much of the warld and the very notion
of humanrights is under increasing attack. Human Rights Day 2016 represents
a watershed moment when all of us will need to stand up and be counted if the
huge achievemnents of the past 68 years are to be protected and advanced.”

Elsewhere: The Nepalese Government drafted a new bill with provisions that
allow it to de-register NGOs which breach agreements signed with government
bodies - The head of a journalists’union in Egypt was sentenced to two years in
prison for “harboring fugitives” - two individuals accused of ‘inciting protests”
- China’s new NGO law came into effect on Jan. 1, 2017; it is expected to tighten
the Government’s control over foreign not-for-profits in the cauntry - Large
protests over austerity measures rocked Brazil in November and December
- Human rights activists in the Occupied Palestinian Territory were facing
daily violations of some of the most fundamental protections gfforded by
international human rights law, according to a Dec. 16 statement that was
endorsed by Maina Kiai
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Looking to 2017 - with the Trump presidency inthe US, elections in France, Kenya,
South Karea, Germany and mare - peaple’s exercise of assembly and association
rights wil likely grab headines ance again. Pictured here: the Women's March on
Washington, held on Jan. 21, 2017, to protest US President Donald Trump. There were
hundreds of solidarity marches held anthe same day acrass the world;

organizers said that 5 milion people attended in total (photo: ResistFromDay1/Flickr


https://www.flickr.com/photos/resistfromday1/32427606271/
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By the Numbers €5

Numnber of communications alleging violations of assembly and
association rights sent by the Special Rapparteur to Member States
between March 1, 2015, and February 28, 2016.

Percentage of these which Member States provided substantive
responses to - explaining, denying ar admitting the allegations

Total number of substantive replies the Special Rapporteur received over
the same period in response ta 17 communications to Ethiapia, Sudan,
Bangladesh, Cambodia, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia

Total number of cornmunications sent by the Special Rapporteur to the
Government of Bangladesh since 2011

Number of substantive responses received from Bangladesh

Number of land and environmental activists who have been killed

108

Phota: A protest against the Dakota Access

Pipeline on Sept. 2, 2016, in Canon Ball, North
Dakota, USA (Joe Brusky/Flickr

Percentage of the world's workers wha labor in the informal
econamy, where employment is nat legally regulated, as detailed in
Maina Kiai's 2016 repart to the General Assembly

Estimated number of domestic warkers in the warld taday, in
millions

Percentage of these domestic warkers that lack effective
protections of their rights at work

Number of NGOs in India wha have had their licenses to receive

foreign funding revoked in the past year, according to Indian
media reports in December

Percentage of all NGO foreign fundinglicenses in India that this
number represents

Total number of days combined that France, Tunisia, Turkey,

Ethiopia and Mali spent in 2016 under states of emergency (all of
which limited fundamental rights)

20,000
b
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Thematic

\

The Special Rapparteur’s reports ta the United Nations give him the oppartunity
to explore specific thematic issues, highlight certain trends and influence the
evolution of international human rights laws and standards.

In 2016, Special Rapporteur Kiai delivered three such reparts: one to the Human
Rights Council's 31 session in March (ajoint report with fellow UN expert Christof
Heyns outlining practical recommendations for the praper management of
assemblies), one to the Council's 32" session in June (exploring the impact
of fundamentalism” - broadly defined - on assembly and association rights)
and another to the General Assembly's 71° session in October (focusing on the
exercise of assemnbly and association rights in the workplace).

PRACTICAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE
MANAGEMENT OF ASSEMBLIES (HUMAN RIGHTS
COUNCIL. 31 SESSION)

Special Rapporteur Kiai presented his first-ever joint report to the Human
Rights Council in March, which offered extensive recommendations to States
and palice forces around the warld an how best to manage public gatherings.

The report - researched, drajted and presented with the Special Rapporteur
on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Christof Heyns - was
mandated in 2014 by Human Rights Council resalution 25/38. It was produced
gfter a yearlong process that included consultations with more than 50 States
and 100 experts from civil society, academia, protest groups, national human

THEMATIC REPORTS
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Phato: A view of the Human Rights and

Alliance of Civilizations room, where the
Human Rights Cauncil meets in Geneva

rights institutions and palice forces.

It marked the first time that the Council had requested two mandates to jaintly
compile recommendations on the management of assemblies, which the
experts said is indicative of the pressing need for guidance on the topic.

‘The proper management of assemblies can in many cases serve to prevent
an escalation of the situation and the eventual outbreak of violence,” the
Rapporteurs said in presenting the report. “We believe that proper precautions
and preparations can help to protect the rights of dll concerned - the
demonstrators, bystanders and the police.”

The recammendations touch on all aspects of the management of assemblies,
including: natification procedures and permissible fimitations of the right to
freedom of peaceful assembly; the State’s abligation to facilitate assemblies;
the palicing of assemblies including the use of force and surveillance;
the manitoring and recarding of assemblies; access to information; and
accountability for violations in this context.

“Assemnblies can play a vital role in the protection and fulfilment of human
rights,” the experts recalled. “They should not be viewed or treated as a threat,
but rather as ameans of dialogue in which the State should engage.”
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The Special Rapparteurs emphasized the broad range of rights impacted in the context of
assernblies, and the State’s obligation not only to protect, but also facilitate, the exercise of these
rights. Consequently, the repart states that no assembly should be cansidered unprotected.

The report (A/HRC/31/66) is available in all six official UN languages at http://freeassembly.net/
reports/managing-assemblies/. A factsheet summarizing the repart is avalable here: http://
freeassembly.net/factsheets/managing-protests/

An interactive checklist allowing users to manitor their countries” implementation of the
recomnmendations (see sidebar) is available here: http://freeassernbly.net/reparts/managing-
assemblies-checklist/, while our civil society guide on advocating for better assemblies is here:
http://[reeassembly.net/reports/civil-saciety-guide-assemblies/

FUNDAMENTALISM'S IMPACT ON PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY AND
ASSOCIATION RIGHTS (HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL. 32 SESSION]

The Special Rapporteur’s fifth thematic report ta the Human Rights Council - presented in Geneva on
June 17 - was a study of fundamentalism and its impact on the exercise of the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of association.

Despite a perceived rise in the expression of fundamentalism across the world, there Is relatively
little discussion on what ‘Jundamentalism”really means. Common use generally centers anreligious
fundamnentalism, but in his repart, the Special Rapporteur taok a much broader view of the term.

‘The cancept of fundamentalism cannat be limited ta religion,”Kiai told the Cauncil during its 32
session. Rather, it shauld be defined more expansively, to include any movements - not simply
religious ones - that advocate strict and literal adherence to a set of basic beliefs or principles.

"Atts core, this report is about the struggle between tolerance and intolerance,”Kiai stressed.

‘The peaple of the world speak some 7,000 languages, practice 270 major religions, live in 193 N
Member States and belong to thousands of cultures. But we share only one planet,”the hurmnan rights
expert said. "We will not always agree. But tolerance towards our differences is the only way to make
sure that they do not boil over int vidlence, appression and conflict.”

For the Special Rapparteur, the rights ta freedom of peaceful assembly and of association are the
bedrock of such tolerance, because they help ensure that “all of humanity, in its stunning diversity,
has a vaice.” Despite this, he noted, many States are moving in the wrong direction, promating
fundamentalist viewpaints - whether via government policy or by supporting non-State actars -
and suppressing dissent.

‘Free market fundamentalism - the belief in the infallibility of free market economic policies - is an
urgent threat,” Kiai said, nating laws in Australia and Canada that potentially criminalize some anti-
business protests.

‘Economic activity is certainly important, but States tread a dangerous path when they priaritize the
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COMPANION PUBLICATIONS: THE 10
PRINCIPLES IMPLEMENTATION CHECKLIST
AND CIVIL SOCIETY IMPLEMENTATION
GUIDE

Weant to see how well your country is doing in implernenting
the Special Rapparteur's recammendations on managing
assemblies? WeVve got the perfect todl: the 10 Principles
Checklist - a companion publication to his joint report with
Christaf Heyns on managing assemblies.

The checklist cantains 100 indicatars - categorized under 10
overarching principles - relating to the implementation of the
recommendations made by the Special Rapporteurs. Users
of the checklist can scare their country’s performance on a
scdle of 1t0 100 by keeping track of the number of indicatars
that have been implemented.

Interested in taking your advacacy for better management of
protests to the next level? We've gat atool for that too: the 10
Principles Civil Society Guide - ahandbaok with suggestions
onhow to use the compilation to advance the protection

and pramotion of humnan rights in the cantext of assemblies
domesticaly.

Both guides are available via the Toalkit Report section of our
website: freeassembly.net/al-reports/toolkit-reports/
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“THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD SPEAK SOME 7,000
LANGUAGES, PRACTICE 2/@ MAJOR RELIGIONS,
LIVE IN 193 UN MEMBER STATES AND BELONG T0O
THOUSANDS OF CULTURES. BUT WE SHARE ONLY &= =
ONE PLANET. WE WILL NOT ALWAYS AGREE.BUT ==

TOLERANCE TOWARDS OUR DIFFERENCES IS THE S
ONLY WAY TO MAKE SURE THAT THEY DONOTBOIL ==
OVER INTO VIOLENCE. OPPRESSION AND CONFLICT.”

Maina Kiai speaking to the Human Rights Cauncilin dune 2016, during the presentation of his repart on fundamentalism

Y

freedom of the market over the freedom of human beings. The ecanamic rights of investars should never
trump fundamental human rights in the International Covenant an Civil and Poltical Rights,”he stated.

Political fundamentalism poses a similar problem, the UN expert said, requiring dogmatic acherence to
of ficial party platforms or allegiance to particular leaders. He cited the Democratic People’s Republic of ™

Korea, Bahrain, China, Cuba, Laos and athers as examples. q }
‘The Tights ta freedom of peaceful assembly and of association unequivocally include the right ‘

assemnble and associate for political purposes, " the Special Rapporteur said. In fact, ane of their co ‘ |
purpases is to preserve peaple’s ability to peacefully express their grievances with political leaders. i ‘
may pose a threat to the Government’s hold on power, but this shauld nat be confused with a threat to.

the State itself. The former is democracy at work; the latter is how autocracies wark.” R

The independent expert also said that religious jundamentalism also pases a severe threat to the
enjoyment of peaceful assembly and association rights, but emphasized that no single religious group
has a monopoly on this problem, citing instances of Christian, Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish and Muslim
fundamentalism around the world. 1

‘People have an instinctive need to take part in the societies in which they five  to have some cont o e e
over their destinies, ta voice their discontent and to improve their lives. Assembly and association
rights allow them to dothis, and to do it in a peaceful manner,”Kiai said. ‘

‘Denying these rights does not make peaples feelings of anger, despair and dissatisfaction go away. It
simply pushes these feelings underground, where they can fester and turn violent. Extrernism thrives in
such environments, because it is the only option left.” N

The report (A/HRC/32/36) is available at hitp.//freeassembly.net/reports/fundamentalism/. j
A factsheet summarizing the report is avalable here: http://freeassembly.net/factsheer
i

fundamentalism/

THE RIGHTS TO FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY AND OF ~
ASSOCIATION IN THE WORKPLACE (GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 7% SESSION]

People’s ability to exercise their assembly and assaciation rights in the workplace is deteriorating
drastically worldwide, leading to worsened labor conditions, weaker social protections and increased™
inequalities, Maina Kiai told the UN General Assernbly on Oct. 20, 2016. N

Speaking during the presentaton of his find report t the rian UN bacly, the Special Repporteur on e -
rights to freedom of peaceful assermbly and association highlghtec unyielding pursit of profits.increasing

corporate power and the changing nature of employment relationships as leading causes ofthis decline. =

“Assembly and association rights in the workplace continue to be undermined for alarge proportio ng
workers, mainly because of an economic world order that relentlessly pursues ever-increasing growth
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and profit at all costs,”Kiai stated.

‘Meanwhile,” he added, the growing power and geographic reach of large
corparations has meant that States are increasingly unwiling or unable to
requlate these business entities and their attempts to place proftts ahead of the
rights and dignity of workers.”

The independent expert warned that without the checks and balances provided
by robust pratection far workers Tights workers are inevitably seeing a decline in
warking conditions, socidl protections, and labar relations. He underscared that
assemnbly and association rights form the foundation for labor’s traditional tools
for asserting rights, including unians, strikes and collective bargaining.

The repart paints a grim picture and cites dazens of examples of violations of
warker's assembly and association rights in more than S0 countries, ranging
from union busting to legislative gaps to assassinations of union leaders.

The UN expert highlighted as an example the situation of migrant workers in the
Middle East kafela systern and the United States H2 visa program. Employers in
bath systems have near total cantral over guest warkers, which is “a significant
deterrent totheir free exercise of assembly and association rights,”Kiai said.

The expert also referred (o the situation of women, supply chain workers,
migrants, informal workers and domestic workers, whom he said have been hit
particularly hard by the deterioration of assembly and association rights.

have heard too often of States working to undermine these rights, or purporting
to remnain neutral’ar hands-off in the struggle by workers to claim their rights,”
Kiai said. et me be clear: Under international human rights law, States have a
positive obligation to facilitate the enjoyment of all rights, including the right of
association for the purpases of joining trades unians. There can be no neutral
position in this regard.”

The Special Rapporteur said that new approaches are needed to enable all workers
to enjoy their rights: “The ald ways of defending workers' rights are no longer
warking. Our warld and its globalized economy are changing at a fightning pace,
and tis critical that the tools we use to protect tolabor rights adapt just as quickly.”

“LET ME BE CLEAR: UNDER
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
LAW, STATES HAVE A POSITIVE
OBLIGATION TO FACILITATE THE
ENJOYMENT OF ALL RIGHTS,
INCLUDING THE RIGHT OF
ASSOCIATION FOR THE PURPOSES
OF JOINING TRADES UNIONS.
THERE CAN BE NO NEUTRAL
POSITIONIN THIS REGARD."

Maina Kiai presenting his repart on assembly and association rights in the workplace to the
UN General Assernbly in Octaber 2016

—
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‘Labor rights are human rights. It is time for states and the human rights
community to place labar rights at the care of their work,”he concluded.

The report (A/71/385) is available in dll six official UN languages at http://
freeassembly.net/reports/warkers-rights/. A factsheet summarizing the
repart is available here: hittp://[reeassembly.net/factsheets/workers-rights/

OBSERVATIONS ON COMMUNICATIONS REPORT (HUMAN
RIGHTS COUNCIL. 32 SESSION]

As part of their work, UN Special Rapporteurs reqularly send letters (known as
communications) to States and ather stakeholders when allegations of serious
human Tights vidlations and/ar abuses arise. These cornmunications raise
concerns about specific human rights issues, lay out the information that the
UN Special Rapporteur has received concerning the issues, and request further
information from the State. States are invited to respond, but nat all do sa.

Communications and replies received are initially confidential, but are released
three times a year for the Human Rights Councils sessions. A repart containing
the Special Rapporteur’s observations on communications and replies is issued
once a year to the Human Rights Council, alongside his thematic and country
visit reports. The Special Rapporteur’s mast recent communications report (A/
HRC/32/36/Add3) - covering the period between March 1, 2015, and Feb. 28,
2016 - was presented at the 32" session of the Human Rights Cauncilin June and
is available at: http://freeassembly.net/reports/communications-2015-16/

For ease of reference, communications and replies have been extracted and
organized by country an Freeassembly.net. Each country's communications can be
accessed via the website’s country page here: hitp://[reeassembly.net/cauntries/

LOOKING AHEAD TO 201/

The Special Rapporteur is currently preparing his final report to the Human Rights
Council, which will survey the positive achievements of civil society over the
past decade. The report will be presented to the Council’s 35" session by Kiais
successor in June 2017.
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Phato: Special Rapporteur Maina Kiai
prepares to present to the Human Rights
Council in Geneva in June 2016

IN FINAL PRESENTATION TO UN GENERAL

ASSEMBLY, SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR REFLECTS ON TIME IN
MANDATE; WARNS THAT SITUATION FOR CIVIL SOCIETY
REMAINS "PRECARIOUS’

Inhis final presentation to the General Assembly in October, Maina Kiai reflected on
his five-and-a-half years as the United Nations’ first-ever Special Rapporteur on
the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, and warned that the
environment for exercising civic freedoms remained hazardous worldwide.

‘Unless there Is renewed commitment from the warld's leaders, away from fear and

control of their own peaple, and toward respecting the dignity of all, the situation wil
remain precarious for civil saciety globally,”the UN expert said.

Kiai noted that his mandate was created at a time - late 2010 - when it was
increasingly clear that individuals were dernanding alarger say in public

gffairs and in decisions that affect them. It also covered a period during

which the warld faced a series of severe crises, ranging from grawing

poverty and inegquality ta violent extremism, to climate change, to

failing states.

Ttwas - and stillis - a time when assembly and assaciation rights
were needed most, as an avenue for people to peacefully speak ot
contribute their talents, share their ideas and help society wark towards
solving its problems,” he said.

Yet many governments have reacted ta these crises by taking destructive
and counterproductive measures.

‘Instead of allowing assembly and association rights to flourish, and instead

of listening to what peaple have ta say, they have responded by closing the
space for civil society voices and actions,”Kiai said. ‘The message from this
trend is clear: Many of those in power often dont want to hear what people have
to say. They dont want to upset the status guo, even | that status quo is
catapulting us towards obliteration.”

Despite these challenges, the Special Rapporteur emphasized that he was
optimistic abat the prospects for the glabal renewal of civic freedams.

‘The energy and determination of civil society in the face of these challenges
has been tremendously inspiring,"he said. 1am convinced they wil

prevail. And | am convinced that ance we ruly open ourselves

to inclusive and constructive dialogue - creating a systemiin

which diverse voices are cherished and valued rather than

smothered and squashed - we will alsa prevail over the

grave problems that dog our world today.”

The Special Rapporteur's full statement ta the General
Assembly Is available here.
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Country visits provide Special Rapparteurs with the oppartunity to dig into the
specific situation in a particular UN Member State - to meet with government
of ficials, get civil society’s view, and see things first hand.

At the canclusion of all visits, Special Rapparteurs hold press conferences
during which they present their preliminary findings and recommendations.
They then submit a final repart to the Human Rights Council, in which they
present their full findings and provide recommendations to improve the
protection and promation of human rights in the country.

In 2016, the Special Rapparteur completed three of ficial country visits to: the
Republic of Korea (Jan. 20-29), the United Kingdom (April 18-21 - a follow-up to
his initial 2013 visit), and the United States of America (July 11-27). His report
on the Republic of Korea was presented to the Human Rights Council at its 32™
session in June 2016 (as was the report on his Sept. 2015 mission to Chile). The
United Kingdom and United States reparts will be presented to the Council at its
35" session in June 2017 by Kiai's successor in the mandate.

To date, the Special Rapporteur has received invitations to visit 19 countries; he
has made nine official visits o eight countries.

(> COUNTRY VISITS

Photo: Protesters at a Black Lives Matter
demonstration in Philadeiphia, Pennsylvania,
during the Special Rapporteurs of ficial visit
to the United States in July 2016

REPUBLIC OF KOREA (JAN. 20-29)

Special Rapporteur Kiai visited South Korea in January 2016, and said at the
conclusion of his visit that the country has made ‘impressive achievements”
since shedding authoritarian rule inthe 1980s, but thatits journey to dernocracy
is nat yet over. The democracy project is still being particularly threatened,
Kiai said, by a decline on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of
assaciation.

‘The project of building democracy and humnan rights in South Korea is not over;
indeed it never truly is, in any nation,”Kiai said. “What we have is a structure,
and our salemn task as governments and citizens is to continually build upan
that structure, strengthening the foundation and cultivating its resilience.”

While the Special Rapporteur applauded the Gavernment's many human rights
achievements, he also highlighted “a trend of gradual regression on the Tights
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“THE USE OF WATER CANNONS AND BUS
BARRICADES IS ALMOST GUARANTEED T0
INCREASE TENSION BETWEEN POLICE AND
PROTESTERS. THIS IS NOT A JUSTIFICATION OF
VIOLENCE, BUT RATHER AN OBSERVATION OF
HUMAN NATURE: AGGRESSION ONLY BEGETS
AGGRESSION.”

Special Rapporteur Maina Kiai at the conclusion of his of icial visit to South Korea in January 2016

STATEMENT

ReadKiai's end-of-mission
Staternent:
hitp://freeassembly.net/
news/staternent-republic-
of-korea/

KOREA REPORT

Photo: Protesters outside
Seaul City Hall on Jan. 30,
2016, just after the completion
of the Special Rapporteur's
visit to the Republic of Korea

to freedom of peaceful assernbly and of assaciation - not
a dramatic shutdown of these rights, but a slow, creeping
inclination to degrade them.”

Kiai said that undue restrictions are seeping into every stage
of the peaceful assembly process in South Korea, despite
what he called a "rich history of protest.” These imitations
range from formal legal constraints to mare practical
obstacles and are gradually reducing the right to peaceful
assembly to aprivilege, he said. Government of ficials
frequently use national security and peaple’s “convenience”
as rationales for restricting protests, but often go too far in
doing so.

He cited as a fundamental problem”the fact that assemblies
are deemed to be “unlawjul” unless organizers notify the
autharities in advance, and the authorities'practice of
banning many demonstrations even ajter notification.

The Special Rapporteur dlso highlighted aggressive palice

tactics during assemblies, such as the use of bus barricades,

water cannons and massive deployments of persannel.

‘The use of water cannons and bus barricades - particularly
when coupled with massive deployment of force - is
amost guaranteed to increase tension between police and
protesters,”Kiai said. ‘This is not a justification of violence,
but rather an abservation of human nature: aggression only
begets aggression.”

He urged authorities to emphasize a philosophy of de-
escalation and communication in evaluating its approach
to managing protests, calling these ‘the more pragmatic
options - interms of proper assembly management, in

terms of protecting protesters' human Tights and for ensuring

public arder.”

The expert found fewer issues surrounding the right to
freedom of assaciation for nan-governmental arganizations,
calling the level of civil saciety participation ‘impressive.”

He did, however, call attention to problems experienced by
some civil saciety groups, including the LGBTI assaciation
Beyand the Rainbow Foundation, in attempting to obtain legal
persanality.

He also highlighted cancerns about workers right to organize.
‘Despite general legal provisions recagnizing workers rights
overall, there remain challenges jeapardizing the realization
of these rights for certain categories of warkers,” he said,
citing ‘irregular” workers, those in “disguised working
relationships,”teachers and public officials as examples.

During his nine-day mission, which included visits to Ansan,
Gyeongju, and Pohang, Kiai met State of ficials, civil society,
the diplornatic community and families wha lost their
children inthe Sewol ferry tragedy.

Kiai's report on South Korea (A/HRC/29/25/Add.2) was
presented to the Human Rights Council at its 32" session in
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“| AM CONCERNED ABOUT A SERIES OF SEPARATE

MEASURES BY THE GOVERNMENT - SOME

IMPLEMENTED AND OTHERS PROPOSED - WHICH

.. oUGGEST THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS A

NEGATIVE VIEW OF CIVIL SOCIETY. THESE MOVES
HAVE, IN MANY INSTANCES, BEEN SUBTLE AND
GRADUAL, BUT THEY ARE UNMISTAKABLE AND

June 2016. It is available - along with the government’s response, staternent,

phatos from the mission and more - at http://[reeassembly.net/reports/

republic-of-korea/.
THE UNITED KINGDOM FOLLOW-UP VISIT (APRIL 18-21)

The Special Rapparteur traveled to London in April 2016 to follow up on issues
related to his of ficial mission to the United Kingdom in 2013. Kial met with a
range of civil society and government actors, and at the canclusion of his visit
warned that a series of measures that were clasing space for civil society in
the country.

1am concerned about a series of separate measures by the Government -
some implernented and others proposed - which, put together, suggest that
the Government has a negative view of civil saciety. These maves have, in
many instances, been subtle and gradual, but they are unmistakable and
alarming,” he said at the conclusion of his visit on April 21,

The Government’s focus on cauntering ‘non-violent extrernism” without a
narrow and explicit definition was worrisome, Kiai noted. He specifically
referred to the Prevent strategy, which focuses on individuals and groups that
appear cantrary to the ‘British Values™ of demacracy, pluralism and tolerance,
and wha are seen as being predisposed to respand to terrarist ideclogies.

‘Tt appears that Prevent is having the opposite of its intended effect: by dividing,
stigmatizing and dlienating segments of the papulation,”Kiai said.

The Special Rapparteur also shared his concerns at the planned Counter-
Extrernism Bill, which may authorize the issuance of civil orders to ban non-
violent extrernist groups”. If defined in vague terms, this could open the door
to arbitrary interpretation and tread into the territory of policing thought and
opinion, the expert warned.

Ttis the duty of the Government - and indeed all States - to do all it can to

O COUNTRY VISITS

ALARMING.”

Maina Kiai at the conclusion of his official visit to the United Kingdamn in Apri 2016
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news/statement-united-

kingdom-fallow-up/

prevent, imit and mitigate potential terrorist attacks that could arise from
extremism. But | believe that the existing legal framework is rabust enough to
deal with any issues of extremism and related intolerance that could give rise
to terrorism,”Kiai said.

The human rights expert also regretted what he termed the chilling effect of
the Lobbying Act on the wark of charities during election periods, with many
opting for silence on issues they wark on. The announcement that a clause wil
be inserted in all Government grant agreements, prohibiting these funds from
being used to labby Government has also caused confusion and uncertainty
withinthe sector, he said.

Ttis far from clear what mischief the clause intends to address or what
activities are envisioned as constituting influence or attempting to influence
government, but it is clear that this is being read by charities as an effort
to further silence them i they receive Government funds,” said the Special
Rapporteur.

On a separate note, the Specidl Rapparteur welcomed the ongoing public
enguiry into undercover palicing, in line with recommendations he made
during his previous visit to the UK in January 2013,

‘Undercover policing certainly serves a vital function in gathering intelligence
among criminal groups such as terrorists and violent gangs. However, its use
against protest mavements, leffist groups, and so on, which exercise their
legitimate rights to dissent and freely assemble, is not justifiable,” he said.

‘This dark episade in the UK's histary has caused profound damage - to the
victims, to people’s comfort with exercising their assembly and assaciation
rights, and in many cases for the officers wha were called upon to be spies.
This damage can partly be remedied by impasing real accountability and
transparency for the victims,” he added.
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The Special Rapporteur’s findl report an his visit will be presented by his successor during the
Human Rights Councif's 35" session in June 2017. The Special Rapporteur's statement, photas from
the missian, and other UK-related information can be found at the following link: http://freeassembly.
net/reports/united-kingdom-follow-up/. When released, the report will be available at the same
link. The 2013 report can be found here: http://freeassembly.net/reports/united_kingdom/

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (JULY 11-27)

The United States of America is struggling to live up ta its ideals in the area of racidl, social and
ecanomic inequality, which is having a negative impact upon the exercise of the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of assaciation, Special Rapporteur Kiai said at the end of his of ficial mission
to the country on July 27, 2016.

“THERE IS JUSTIFIABLE AND
PALPABLE ANGER IN THE
BLACK COMMUNITY OVER
THESE INJUSTICES. IT NEEDS
10 BE EXPRESSED. THIS IS
THE CONTEXT THAT GAVE
BIRTH TO THE NON-VIOLENT
BLACK LIVES MATTER
PROTEST MOVEMENT AND
THE CONTEXT IN WHICH IT
MUST BE UNDERSTOOD.

Maina Kiai at the conclusion of his of ficial visit to the United States in July 2016

Kiai singled out race as a particularly pernicious issue. He emphasized that while his mandate does
not focus on racial discrimination, it was impossible carry out his mission “without issues of racism
pervading the discussions.”

‘Racism and the exclusion, persecution and marginalization that come with it, gffect the enabling
environment for the exercise of association and assembly rights,"Kiai said, noting that understanding
its context means loaking back at 400 years of slavery and past-Civil War Jim Crow laws which
‘enforced segregation and marginalized the African-American community to a fife of misery, poverty
and persecution.”

Inmore recent times, the Special Rapparteur nated, “old philosaphies of exclusion and discrimination
were reborn, cloaked in new and euphemistic terms,” such as the so-called “War on Drugs” and
‘three strikes” sentencing policies. The effects of harsh law-and-arder policies often snowball, he
added, with a minor criminal conviction - or even an arrest at a protest without substantiated
charges - making it difficult to find a job, secure a studentloan or find a place tolive.

‘There is justifiable and palpable anger in the black community aver these injustices. It needs to be
expressed,” he stressed. ‘This is the context that gave birth to the non-vidlent Black Lives Matter
protest mavement and the context in which it must be understood.”

The independent expert alsa highlighted a long list of other issues affecting the environment in

USA STATEMENT

Phota: The Special Rapporteur
stands with protesters

during aBlack Lives Matter
demanstration in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, on July 26,
2016

17

Number of days that the

Special Rapporteur spentin
the United States during his
of ficial visit

Read Kiais end-of-mission
Statement:
hitp://[reeassembly.net/
news/usa-statement/

12

Number of cities he visited,
including Ferquson (M0).
New Orleans, Philadelphia,
and Jackson (MS)

USA REPORT

When released, the report
will be available here:
hitp://[reeassembly.net/
reports/usa/
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which association and assembly rights are exercised - including economic
inequality, unnecessarily aggressive and militarized policing at some peaceful
assemblies, intimidation of activists, lack of accountability for rights violations,
permit requirements for protests, dispropartionate  counter-terrorism
measures, increasing corporate power and “a free market fundamentalist
culture that actively discourages unionization.”

Kiai also drew attention to the H2B wark visa program, which gives employers
‘immense cantrol over the emplayee.” He called the arrangement ot
dissimilar to the Kefala systern of bonded labor practiced in a number of
countries in the Gulf region.”

The independent expert further nated the lack of robustlabor rights protections
as a major hurde to exercising the right to freedom of association in the
workplace.

‘Twas shocked to see that in states such as Mississippi, the lack of unionization
and ability to exploit workers is touted as a great benefit for employers,” he
said, citing the situation at a Nissan plant in Canton, MS, as a prime example.
‘The figure that stands out for me is this: Nissan repartedly operates 44 major
plants throughout the world; all of them are unionized, except for two of them in
the US sauth. Why not Mississippi?”

But the Special Rapparteur called the United States a ‘ation of struggle and
resilience,” and had high praise the civil society sector, calling it one of the
country’s greatest strengths. He alsa emphasized the rale that the rights to
freedom of peaceful assembly and association can play in uniting societies
and in healing them.

‘Peaple have gaod reason to be angry and frustrated at the moment,” he
said. “And it is at times like these when robust promotion of assembly and
association rights are needed most. These rights give people a peaceful avenue
to speak out, engage in didlogue with their fellow citizens and authorities, air
their grievances and hopefuly settle them.”

Ouring his 17-day visit, Kiai met numeraus of ficials at the federal, state and ocal

levels and members of civil saciety. His visit included staps in Washington,
New York, Baltimore, Ferguson (M), Cleveland, Phoenix, New Orleans, Baton
Rouge, Jackson (MS), and Philadelphia.

The Specidl Rapporteur’s final report on his visit will be presented by his
successor during the Human Rights Council's 35" session in June 2017. The
Special Rapporteur’s statement and other US-related information can be found
at the following fink: http://freeassembly.net/reparts/usa/. When released,
the report will be available at the same fink.

CHILE (SEPT. 21-30. 2015)

The Specidl Rapparteur visited Chile in September 2015, but presented his final
report on the visit during 2016, at the Human Rights Council's 32™ session in
June.

In his repart, he noted that Chile has made remarkable progress in the past 25
years since its return to democracy, and that the rights to freedom of peaceful
assembly and of assaciation are generally pratected in Chile. However, there
are areas for improvement, he noted - and it is important for Chile to address
the remaining challenges, bath for the consalidation of its own democracy, and
inorder to take its rightjul place as a glabal leader inhuman rights.

The report, alang with Chile’s respanse, can be read here: http.//[reeassembly.
net/reparts/chile/

THE REMAINDER OF THE MANDATE

Kiai also has pending invitations from 11 other countries, which he will not be
in a pasition to honor prior to the end of his tenure on April 30, 2017. These
invitations will be examined and cansidered by his successar.

The Specidl Rapporteur also has outstanding requests to visit same 40 ather
countries. Far the current status of all country invitations, please see our
“Country Invitation Status™ page on our website: hitp://freeassembly.net/
country-info/country-invitation-status/

Phato: Maina Kiai meets with members of parliament during his
of ficial visit to Chile in September 2015.
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Official visits and reparts are not the only way that UN independent experts
can engage on issues related to their mandate. Each year, Special Rapporteur
Maina Kiai receives scares of invitations to attend conferences, give lectures,

conduct informal visits, write about human rights issues and mare.

While the Special Rapparteur wasnt able to accept every invitation, he did
spend a large proportion of 2016 on the road - visiting roughly 20 countries,
meeting with civil saciety and drawing ideas and inspiration from the
courageous activists he met. Below is a summary of some of his activities.

SOUTHEAST ASIA: A HVE-COUNTRY TOUR TO END 2016

Kiai received na invitations for of ficial visits to countries in Southeast Asia during
his time as Specidl Rapporteur, despite the fact that there are several of urgent
issues o address in the regian. Given this gap, the Special Rapporteur decided o
embark on a 10-day, five-cauntry tour of Southeast Asia in late Novernber 2016.

The visit included stops in Thailand, Cambodia, Malaysia, Indonesia and the
Philippines. Kiai was also able to meet with activists from Laos, Vietnam and
Myanmar in third-country locations. Highlights included meeting with: land and
labar activists in Cambadia, Bersih 2.0 members in Malaysia - some of whom

(O ACADEMIC VISITS & OTHER WORK

Phata: The Special Rapparteur meets with
beer promotion workers during his academic
visit to Cambodia in Dec. 2016. The warkers
have faced reprisals for attempting to
arganize in the workplace

had recently been arrested for organizing a large demonstration; West Papuan
activists in Indonesia; and the wife of Lao activist Sombath Sornphane, who has
been missing since Dec. 15, 2012. Kiai also gave public lectures in Cambodia,
Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines.

While in Thailand, Kiai also took the oppartunity to speak to a gathering ahead
of the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA)
World Conference on Nov. 28.

The visit was funded by a European Union grant dedicated to supporting the
mandates of Special Rapparteurs on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly
and of association, freedom of expression (David Kaye), and human rights
defenders (Michel Forst). Forst and Kaye were represented on the trip by staff from
the Ofice of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Photos of the Cambodia visit and selected Thailand meetings are available onthe
mandate’s Flickr page.
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WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM: ENGAGING WITH BUSINESS
LEADERS IN KIGALI AND DAVOS

While mast of his travels focus on meeting members of civil saciety and
government, the Specidl Rapporteur also recognizes the impartance of engaging
with other actors - particularly the business sector.

As Kiai has noted in several reports, businesses exert enormaus power over
the ecanomy, and consequently have great influence with palitical leaders. At the
same time, businesses and civil saciety have a strong convergence of interests
that is not often discussed: Data clearly shows that cauntries with the mast open
enviranments for civil saciety are also better for business. They key is toleverage
this convergence, so that businesses are more willing to stand up for human
rights.

To that end, the Special Rapporteur increased his engagement with the World
Economic Forum in 2016 and early 2017, attending the group’s Africa summit
in May 2016 (held in Kigali, Rwanda) and its annual meeting in January 2017 in
Davos, Switzerland. He spake on a number of panels at Davos, including one titled
‘The Case for Business Pluralism.” Photos of Kiai in Davas are available via the
Warld Economic Forum Flickr page.

Kiai dlso paid a visit to the World Economic Forum’s of fices in Geneva in June,

where he spoke to staff abaut his sectoral equity report (comparing States’
treatment of businesses and civil society) and participated in a Facebook Live

session.

KENYA AND THAILAND: CONVENING GLOBAL EXPERTS
TO HELP SHAPE FUTURE REPORTS

Since the early days of his mandate, the Specidl Rapporteur has made a
tradition of meeting with civil society experts prior to writing each of his reparts
to the United Nations. The goal of these informal consultations - which are part
brainstorming, part research - is to make sure that the reports are as informed,
relevant and up-to-date as possible.

Kial has also distributed questionnatres to help gather information for his
themnatic reports - such as this ane - which allow anyane to comment or submit

(O ACADEMIC VISITS & OTHER WORK

Photo: Maina Kiai speaks during the “Art of Dissent” panel at the World Economic Forum's
annual meeting in Davos an Jan. 19, 2017 (Warld Fconomic Farum / Manuel | ape7)

1

)

formation.

In 2016, the Special Rapporteur canvened two such expert meetings. The first
took place in May 2016 in Kenya to prepare for his repart to the 71% session of
the General Assembly. The repart examines the exercise of assembly and
association rights in the workplace, and presented an apportunity to extend
the mandate’s footprint into the labar movement, one of the largest and most
powerful components of civil saciety.

The second consultation taok place in Thailand inNovernber 2016, and explored on
the positive contributions of civil society aver the past decade - the focus of the
Special Rapporteur’s final report to the Human Rights Council. The report will be
presented by Kiai's successar at the Councils 35" session in June 2017,

Phatos of both the Kenya and Thailand sessions can be found on our Flickr page.

KIAI'S WORK RECOGNIZED BY THE UN FOUNDATION
AND AFL-CIO

On Oct. 19, the United Nations Foundation awarded Maina Kiai its 2016 Lea Nevas
Human Rights Award, honoring the Special Rapparteur for his work advancing
civil iberties worldwide.

Fellow honarees included then-US President Barack Obama and Ertharin
Cousin, Executive Director of the World Food Programme.

1-am honored and humbled to receive the 2016 Leo Nevas award for my
work as Specidl Rapporteur,” Kiai said. ‘But in truth, this award recognizes
something far beyond me personally: it is a validation of our callective global
fight ta restore civil society ta its rightful place at the center of demacracy and
development. And it is an apportunity to spotlight this fight, because it is far
from over.”

On Dec. 14, Kiai was back in the US to accept the American Federation of Labor
and Congress of Industrial Organizations’ (AFL-CI0) 2016 George Meany-Lane
Kirkland Human Rights Award - given annually to recognize outstanding
examples of the international struggle for human rights through trade unions.

According to an AFL-CIO press release, Kiai was chasen ‘in recognition of
his dedication to and effectiveness in highlighting the widespread denial of
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fundamental human rights at work and in society.”

‘Ttis asingular honar to receive the 2016 Gearge Meany-Lane Kirkland Human
Rights Award - not only because of Its stature, but also because it comes from
the labor rights community,” Kiai said. ‘For far too long we have pigeanhaled
labar rights and human rights as separate issues, but in this era of closing
space o exercise rights, it is essential that we think bigger. Labor rights are
human rights, and we are stronger when we forge alliances and work together
to achieve our goals.”

THE CIVIC CHARTER: THE GLOBAL FRAMEWORK FOR
PEOPLE'S PARTICIPATION

The Specidl Rapparteur was in Berlin, Germany, in October for the launch of the
Civic Charter, a document designed to pravide a global framework for peaple’s
participation in shaping their societies. The two-page document, which people
and organizations can sign on to and use as a basis for joint action, articulates
a common set of civic and political rights based on universally accepted
human rights, freedoms and principles. The full text can be found here.

Kiai also cantributed the foreword ta the Charter, which can be read here.

OTHER NOTABLE EVENTS

- In January, the Special Rapparteur took part in a two-day conference on
election standards and human rights at the Carter Center in Atlanta, Georgia.
Kiai was on a panel that discussed how electoral observers and Special
Rapporteurs can work together to improve the quality of elections.

- While in Geneva for the 31t session of the Human Rights Council, the Specidl
Rapporteur participated in a number of side events, on topics including “sectoral
equity” (the subject of his report to the UN General Assembly in October 2015),
social protests and the use of force, the proper management of assemblies, and
humnan Tights in Azerbaijan. Photos of all of the Special Rapparteur’s events and

more are available on our Flickr page.

-Following his stap in Geneva, the Special Rapparteur traveled to Helsinki on March
15, where he was the keynote speaker at a civil society seminar sponsored by
Finland's Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He then continued anto Brussels, to participate
inthe Eurapean Union's Civil Society Forum on March 16-1/.

Photo: Bambang Harymurti speaks during the Special Rapparteur’s expert
consultation in Bangkok, Thailand, on Nov. 29, 2016 (see previous page)

-InMay, the Special Rapporteur was in Oslo, Norway;, for the Oslo Freedom Forum
- which arganizers billed as “a three-day event packed with presentations, panel
discussions, and warkshaps where participants come together to make the world
amore peaceful, prosperous, and|ree place.”Kiai was afeatured speaker on apanel
titled Free Speech Unlimited.”Phatos of the Farum are available here.

- In June, Specia Rapporteur Kial participated in two side events on the margins
of the 32nd session of the Human Rights Council. The first, on June 14, examined
national implementation of practical recommendations for the management
of assernblies In Malaysia and South Karea. The second, on June 16, was hosted
by FORUM-ASIA and looked at “vanishing space for freedom of assembly and
assaciation onfine and of fline in Asia.” Phatas of these events and ather meetings
on the margins of the Council session are available on the mandate’s Flickr page.

- The Special Rapparteur was in Montreal, Canada, on Aug. 11 to take part in the
2016 World Sacial Forum - billed as the largest gathering of civil saciety to find
solutions to the prablerns of our time.” The Special Rapporteur spoke on a panel
discussing the state of dissent and free expression in Canada and met with various
civil society groups.

-In late August, the Special Rapparteur traveled to Johannesburg, South Africa,
for FIDHs 392 Congress. The event was attended by the 178 FIDH member
organizations and more than 400 humnan rights defenders from around the
world.

+In October, the Special Rapparteur was in Geneva to participate in a warkshop
examining the rale_af regional mechanisms in promoting and protecting
human rights. The warkshop was organized by the UN Office for the High
Commissioner for Human Rights with the objective of developing concrete
proposals for interaction between regional human rights mechanisms, civil
society and human rights defenders. It was the fifth in a series of workshops
mandated by the Human Rights Council.

- Also in 2016, the Special Rapporteur issued an endorsement for the idea
of a UN Parliamentary Assembly, a propased addition to the United Nations
System that would allow for participation of member nations' legislators and
possibly direct election of UN parliament members. You can read the Special
Rapporteur’s endorsement here - along with endarsements from five other UN
independent experts.
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Thematic reports, country visits and communications to governments form

Phato: Brazilian riat police in Sao Paulo

the care of the Special Rapporteur's wark. But during his time as a UN expert, (il i Pl
Maina Kiai has made a point of going beyond the basics and seeking out new

and innovaive ways to promote assembly and association rights. to restrictions on NG0s to anti-terrorism laws which fimit fundamental rights.

This tradition was strengthened in 2016, with the continuation of Kiar's long-
running litigation project, the start of a new campaign to mark the 50"
anniversary of two core human rights treaties, and the wrap-up of a joint
project to promote civil society’s right to access resaurces.

In too many countries, civil society, human rights defenders or individuals
disagreeing with the government face the tough consequences of closing civic
space and governments stepping on their rights. The battle often continues in
court, domestically or even regionally.

USING LITIGATION TO ADVANCE ASSEMBLY AND The Special Rapparteur's litigation project (http://freeassembly.net/litigation/
ASSOCIATION RIGHTS was started in 2014 to help inject a dose of international human rights law
into these procedures. The project’s staple component has been a series of

The past decade has seen a wave of new laws around the warld imiting , e o . _
amicus curiae (‘friend of the court”) briefs from the Special Rapporteur, which

peaple’s ability to participate in public life - from anti-protest laws and practices
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have been flled in pending cases involving assembly or association rights. These briefs set out
relevant international law, standards and practices and urge the court to apply it to the case at
hand. Thus far, Kiai has submitted six such briefs in courts around the world (including three in
2016-17).

In other instances, the Special Rapparteur has intervened less formally, whether through letters
to the court or legal analyses submitted to the executive branch. Kiaihas also provided technical
assistance and advisory services for public interest litigation on assembly and assaciation
issues behind the scenes. Some of the Special Rapparteur's cases last year included:

KENYA: BAN ON PROTEST NEAR PRESIDENT'S RESIDENCE VIOLATED
ASSEMBLY RIGHTS

Phota: Kenyan activist Boniface Mwangi

(TED Conference/Flickr

The Special Rapparteur’s first formal court intervention of 2016 was an amicus brief filed before
the High Court of Kenya in Nairobi in April. He argued that protesters right to freedom of assembly
was violated when they were prevented from staging an anti-corruption protest in front of the
President’s official residence in 2015.

The protesters, led by activist Boniface Mwangi - who is the petitioner in the case - planned
to march from a nearby park ta the residence, where they would present a petition urging the
Presidentto act firmly onthe issue of corruption. The group notified authorities of their proposed
route, but the request to march to Gate A of State House, the presidential residence, was denied.
No reasons were provided.

In his brief, the Special Rapporteur asserted that international law protects the right of protest
organizers to choose the location of their assembly - whether it is static or mobile. Thus, any
restriction imposed on the location must meet the stringent requirements under international
law for Tegitimate restrictions” to the right to freedom of peaceful assembly. That is, they must
be: (1) in conformity with the law: (2] designed with a legitimate government aim in mind; and
(3 necessary in a democratic society.

The Special Rapporteur argued that the restrictions in this case did not meet this test.

Onits face, the prohibition of all access to State House and its vicinity for peaceful assemblies does
not meet the proportiondlity requirement,” the Special Rapporteur wrote in the brief. "Full prohibition
of the location indicated by the organizers is severe, especially when the location has a symbolic
meaning for the message the assembly organizers wish to convey. Alternative measures, such as
agreeing with the organizers on the time ta access that location, would be less intrusive.”

Further, the government did not specify what Tegitimate aim” was served by banning the
march. While national security at the president’s residence may be a legitimate aim, it does not
autornatically follow that the entire perimeter of State House should be off imits to protest. Onthe
contrary, such spaces are politically impartant and ought to be “cansidered as public spaces and
[where] peaceful assemblies should be allowed to take place,” he wrote.

The full amicus brief is available on our website. A judgment was also issued in the case just as
this repart was being finlized. It is available on our website.

(O SPECIAL PROJECTS

sAlso

DECISIONS IN PAST CASES

Last year saw decisions in twa cases where the Specidl
Rapparteur intervened:

Bolivia challenge to NGO regulations }: In 2015, Kiai flled
anamicus brief before the Constitutional Court of Bolivia in

a case concerning the country’s controversial law on legal
personality and its implementing Supreme Decree. The

law itself stipulates that the statutes of certain NGOs and
foundations must declare their cantribution to “ecanamic
and social development”in order to secure legal persondity.
The Supreme Decree, meanwhile, allows the government to
revoke that legal personality if an association fails to ‘comply
with sector palicies and/or norms” - a vague and subjective
term. The Special Rapparteur arqued that the law and decree
breach the international right to freedom of assaciation.

The Constitutional Court ultimately ruled that the law and
Suprerne Decree were constitutiondl, and indicated that
there was na need to cansider international law, standards
and principles inthis case. This position is at odds with the
Court’s previous practices. The Court did not directly address
the arguments made by the Special Rapparteur in his
amicus brief.

Mexico [challenge to protest laws ) In August 2015, the
Special Rapporteur submitted a brief ina case before the
Supremne Court of Mexica that challenged the constitutionality
of Articles 212, 213 and 214 of Mexica City's Mability Law. The
Special Rapparteur argued that the three pravisions impose
impermissible restrictions on the right to freedom of peaceju
assembly as it is interpreted in international law.

In August 2016, the Court ruled that all three of the challenged
provisions were canstitutional, but indicated that laws should
always be interpreted in a way that they do not cause injury
to human rights. The Court explicitly acknowledged the
contribution made by the Special Rapparteur and included a
summary of the main arguments.

Notably, with regard ta the written notice requirement -
which reguires assembly arganizers ta indicate a perfectly
legitimate objective’of their gathering (Article 212 - the Court
stressed that such requirement should nat be interpreted

as an abligation, nar an autharization, but ather an optional
natification. It further noted that the perfectly legitimate
objective’ does not constitute an a priari requirement for an
assembly to take place. The court unambiguously recagnized
that authorities also have to facilitate spontaneaus
assemblies, as argued by the Special Rapporteur inhis brief.

Afull story on the decision is available via Article 19 (Spanish
only). The full rufing s via our website.
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KIAI' ASSERTED THAT INDIAS
FCRA DOES NOT MEET

TTHE STRINGENT TEST FOR
ALLOWABLE RESTRICTIONS'
UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW. FOR
EXAMPLE. [T DOES NOT PROVIDE
THE NECESSARY PRECISION
REQUIRED FOR CLARITY AND
NOTICE. IT LISTS EXAMPLES

OF GROUPS THAT COULD BE
DEFINED AS HAVING A “POLITICAL
NATURE." BUT DOES NOT
PROVIDE FURTHER DEFINITIONS
FOR THE TERMS “POLITICAL
OBJECTIVES, "POLITICAL
ACTIVITIES. OR "POLITICAL
INTERESTS.
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" Photo: An anti-corruption rally in Delhi, India, in 2011 (ishan Khosla/Flick j : .
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INDIA: RESTRICTIONS ON FOREIGN FUNDING CONTRARY TO INTERNATIONAL LAW
In April 2016, the Special Rapparteur submitted a legal analysis to the Government of India arquing
that the country’s Foreign Contributions Regulation Act (FCRA) - which regulates foreign funding
to certain individuals, associations and companies - is not in conformity with international law,
principles and standards.

The FCRA, which was enacted in 2010, bars “organizations of a political nature” from accepting
foreign contributions. Acceptance of foreign contributions may further be prohibited where
the Government “is satisfied that the acceptance of foreign cantribution - is likely to affect
prejudicially - public interest.”

The law has came under scrutiny in recent years, with some sources reporting that thousands
of NGOs have seen their licenses to receive foreign funding revoked by the Government.

The Special Rapparteur argued that the abilty of civil saciety organizations to access resources,
including foreign funding, is a fundamental part of the right to freedom of association under
international law, standards, and principles - and more particularly part of the right to form an
assaciation.

He further assertedthatIndia’s imitations on access to foreign funding do not meet ‘the stringent
test for alowable restrictions™ under international law. For example, Kiai said, the FCRA does
not provide the necessary precision required for clarity and notice. It lists examples of groups
that could be defined as having a “political nature,” but does nat provide further defmitions or
examples for the terms “political abjectives,”“political activities,”or “political interests.”

“This appears to give the government broad discretionary powers that could be applied in an
arbitrary and capricious manner,”the Special Rapporteur wrote in the analysis.

Kiai also noted that economic or public interests are not among the enumerated bases for
limiting fundamental human rights in the ICCPR. Moreaver, national interests and economic
interests are nat synonymous with national security ar public order.

The full analysis Is available on our website.
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UNITED STATES: COURT URGED TO HEAR ACTIVIST'S CLAIMS IN SURVEILLANCE

CASE AGAINST ETHICPIA

InNavermber 2016, Kiai joined fellow UN Special Rapporteurs David Kaye and Michel Farstin urging a US
appeals court ta grant an Ethiopian American activist the right to sue the Government of Ethiopia for
secretly manitaring his anfine activity for amast five months.

The Courts decision on whether it willhear the activist’s claims is expected to have major repercussions
for the ability of individuals to seek redress for human rights violations in domestic courts.

The activist, wha uses the pseudonym Kidane”in arder to protect himself and his family, was born in
Ethiopia and granted asylum in the United States in the earty 1990s. He currently fives in Maryland and
is now an American citizen, but he continues to suppart members of Ethiopia’s democratic opposition
movernent. n 2012, Ethiopia reportedly infected Kidane’s computer with malware and, from Gctober
2012 to March 2013, secretly intercepted and recarded his online activities, including his Skype calls,
e-mails and web-browsing history. These allegations are part of broader trend of digitdl attacks
targeting human rights defenders, activists, journalists and other vunerable groups, both in Ethiopia
and abroad.

The group of experts filed an amicus brief in suppart of Kidane. Providing him with access to US. legdl
process, the experts said, would give effect to the obligation of the United States to ensure respect for
fundamnental rights quaranteed to individuals within its jurisciction, and send a strang global signal
against such digital attacks.

The brief is available via our website. For more information, see EFFs case page: https://www.eff.
org/cases/kidane-v-ethiapia.

KAZAKHSTAN: PROTESTER ON TRIAL FOR 'UNAUTHORIZED" ASSEMBLY

In Octaber 2016, the Specia Rapporteur also submitted a legal analysis in the case of Kazakhstan
protester Max Bokayev, who was being tried for participatingin an ‘Unauthorized”assembly. (Bokayev
was Uimately convicted and sentenced to five years in prisan in Novernber

Bokayev, who heads the local NGO Arlan, was charged under Kazakh domestic law of inciting social
discard, distribution of knowingly fase statements and violation of the pracedure to organize and
conduct meetings, rallies, pickets, marches and demonstrations.

The Special Rapparteur’s analysis was submitted to the Kazakh NGO Dignity - which hejped
with Bokayev's defense - though the Specia Repporteur invited the organization to share the legal
arguments with the Court o facilitate a clear interpretation of the right ta freedom of peaceful assembly
as understood in intemational law, standards and principles as guaranteed under the canstitution of
Kazakhstan.”

The SpecialRapporteur emphasizedthatunder internationallaw authorities cannotimpose “authorization™
requirements on those seeking to hold peaceful assemblies. Daing so turns the fundamental right to
freedom of peaceful assembly into a privilege.

‘The mere fact that an assembly was not autharized daes not in and of itself justify interference with
the freedom of peaceful assembly - such as by imposing sanctions upon participants,”Kiai wrote in
the analyss.

Kiai also highlighted the danger of vaguelaws being interpreted in ways that criminalize peaceful dissent.
He said that there is an ‘increasing concern globally that human rights defenders and, more generally,
peaple with different opinions face criminalization.”

Taws which are wulnerable to selective interpretation and enforcement’are of a particular concern,”
he wrate. “Suchlaws incarporate insufficient accountability mechanisms to protect against abuses.”

RWANDA: AUTHORITIES SHOULD NOT INTERFERE WITH INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF
ASSOCIATIONS

The Special Rapporteur flled an amicus curiae brief before Africa’s tap humnanrights court inearly
January 2017, stating that authorities which interfere with the internal &ffairs of associations
vidlate the international right to freedom of assaciation.

(O SPECIAL PROJECTS

Photo: Kazakhstan activist Max Bokayev

g Also

CIVIL SOCIETY'S ACCESS TO
RESOURCES: A JOINT PROJECT WITH THE
COMMUNITY OF DEMOCRACIES

Civil saciety’s increasing dif ficulty in accessing
resources - human, material and financial - has been

a preaccupation of the mandate from day one, but
particularly since the publication of Maina Kiai's report on
the subject in June 2013 (A/HRC/23/39).

In 2014, the mandate launched a joint praject with the
Community of Bemocracies focusing on protecting

civic space and civil society’s access to resources. The
project’s aim was to enhance space for civil society

in general, with a special focus on the right to access
resources. The centerpiece of the project was a series of
regional dialogues led by UN Special Rapparteur Maina Kiai
and members of his team, conducted with the participation
of civil society groups and gavernments.

The praject wrapped up in early 2016, with a final
consultation of governments in the Asia-Pacific region. A
final report is expected sometime in 2017. Details on the
project can be found at:
http://[reeassembly.net/civic-space/
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The brief was filed in the case of Laurent Munyandilikirwa versus The Republic
of Rwanda, which concerns the alleged government-supparted tekeaver in
2013-14 of the Rwandan League for the Promation and Defense of Human Rights
(LIPRODHCR), one of Rwanda's most prominent and outspoken human rights
organizations at the time. The case is pending before the African Court of Human
and Peaples Rights in Arusha, Tanzania.

In July 2013, a group of LPRODHOR mermbers met in violation of the organization’s
by-laws and vated in a new board, ousting the NGO's previaus leadership. The
ousted board challenged the change in leadership via LIPRODHOR'S interndl
dispute resalution process, which ruled in their favor. Despite this, the Rwanda
Governance Board - the government body that regulates NGOs in the country -
moved rapidy to recognize the new board.

Government authorities then doubled down by preventing members of the old
board from conducting a human rights training in 2013, and from meeting to
discuss the status of IPRODHOR in 2014.

Ousted LIPRODHOR president Laurent Munyandiliirwa challenged the formation of
the new board inRwanda’s courts, but his case was ultimately dismissed in 2015.
He then brought the case before the African Court.

The independent UN expert noted that the “hasty” approval of the new board by
authorities - with na regard for the organization’s internal rules - led to a de facto
dissalution of the association.

‘Tnvoluntary dissalution amounts to one of the most severe forms of restrictions
on the right to freedom of association,” Kiai wrate. ‘Dissolution should be strictly
prapartional to the legitimate aim pursued and used only when sojter measures
would be insufficient.”

The Special Rapporteur made an of ficial visit to Rwanda in January 2014, inthe midst
of the events cavered in the case. His repart on the country visit can be found on our
website. The full amicus brief is also available on our website. A decision in the
case is expected later in 2017.

BRAZIL: KIAI WRITES COURT AFTER HISTORIC DECISION ON
PROTEST MANAGEMENT SUSPENDED PENDING APPEAL

In November 2016, the Special Rapporteur wrate to the Justice Tribunal of
Séo Paulo in Brazil abot its decision - and the subsequent suspension of that
decision - in a case dealing with police management of protests.

A local Court decision issued in late 2016 initially instructed Military Police to
develop a palice plan for action at demonstrations, a development which Kiai
halled. But the decision was suspended by the President of the Court on Nov.
7 pending appeal. The President said the exceptional measure was necessary
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because maintaining the decision would Tesult in serious injuries to public order
and security because it impedes regular police activities.”

Kial said in his letter that he was disappointed to learn of the suspension, as he
welcomed the initial decision’s appraach and praised the decision for its focus on
key details of assernbly management. (The original decision can be found on our

website in Partuguese, along with the suspension order

“While I have general reservations on the role to play by Military Police instead of
civil authorities in the management of assemblies in Brazll | befieve that a plan
of action would indeed substantially improve the management of assemblies and
inthat way better protect public interests, security and facilitate police activities,”
Kiai wrote in the letter.

Kiai's letter is available in English and Portuguese on our website.

A#FOAAATSQ: CELEBRATING A HALF-CENTURY OF
ASSEMBLY AND ASSOCIATION RIGHTS

The rights to freedomn of peaceful assembly and association are among the most
important human rights we possess, protecting peaples ability ta come tagether
and work for the cornmon good. And in 2016, the international treaties enshrining
these fundamental rights turned S0 years old - an event the mandate decided to
mark with a special campaign titled Freedom of Assembly and Assaciation at 50°
or #FOAAatS0 (http://freeassembly.net/foaa-at-50/).

The International Covenant on Civil and Palitical Rights (ICCPR] and the Internationdl
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) were both adopted
by the UN General Assembly on Decernber 16, 1966. The ICCPR enshrines the
international rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association in articles
21 and 22, respectively. The ICESCR, protects the right to form trade unions and
to strike. Together, these instruments - along with article 20 of the Universal
Declaration on Humnan Rights - create the legal backbone of the rights covered by
the Special Rapparteur’s mandate.

As part of the campaign, the mandate invited users (o use the hashtags
#F0AAALS0, #ICCPRatS0 and #ICESCRatS0 on social media to share what
assemnbly and assaciation rights meant to them. The mandate also produced
FOAA-therned artwork throughout 2016 to mark the occasion - including the
popular 99 Prablems series of posters ("33 reminders that human rights are not
the problem” - available at htp://freeassembly net/39prablems/).

At the end of 2016, the mandate had produced 74 installments under the 99
Prablerns therne. The remaining 5 will be published up until April 30, when the
Special Rapparteur’s term expires. They can be viewed at the 99 Problems gallery
on our website. Other artwork can be viewed here, here and here.
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Special Rapparteurs may be appointed as individuals, but on this last page of my finl
annual repart, let me assure you: we do not do everything alone. Far from it.

Behind the scenes, an enormaus number of peaple contribute a massive amount of
wark, from research to logistics to communications and more. Their input has been
essentialin ensuring the mandate’s consistent excellence and relevance over the years.
It has been a pleasure and privilege to wark with these peaple over the past six years.
The mandate wauld not have been the same without them, and a number deserve
special mention for their exernplary contributions (though there is not enough room to
st thern all:

-First, there is my team - they have formed the core of the mandate, providing palitical
andlegal advice, supporting the drafting of reports, organizing country visits, undertaking
research, and directing our communications and outreach wark. Over the caurse of the
mandate, this team has included: Guilaume Pfeifle, Waruguru Kaguongo, Jeff Vize,
Heidy Rombauts, John Foley, Marissa Storazum, Thibaut Guillet, Federica Donati, Pol
Planas, Stefano Sensi, Karen Blanc, Fleanar Jenkin, Zahra Ahmed, Antaine Ledoux, Marion
Mandain, Caraline Avanzo, Hassan T. Kurdi and Phyliss Alomba.

- Equally impartant have been the hundreds of local, regional and international experts
on human rights, democracy and civil saciety who have worked with us over the
years. There are too many o list in this categary, but thase who made particularly
important contributions include: Ryota Janen, Boug Rutzen, Lilly Ching Soto, Kathleen
Hardy, Florian Irminger, Maria Leissner, Franceso Lembo, Nick Opiyo, Betty Yolanda,
Shawna Bader-Blau, Silvia Magnani, Andy Galindo, Feliciano Reyna, Henri Tiphagne,
Oon Deya, Anne-Sophie Gindroz, Monika Mehta, Andrew Khao, Naly Pilorge, John Liu,
Maryam Al-Khawaja, Anselmo Lee, Gayoan Baek, Barbara Fontana, Mandeep Tiwana,
Renate Bloern, David Sulivan Hodenfield, Jeff Vogt, Pimsiri (Mook] Petchnamrrab, Gaston
Chillier, Hassan Shire, Willis Otieno, Giyon Kim, Michael Hamilton, Ginna Anderson, Chris
Mburu, Daniel Simons, all of the participants in the cansultations that were convened to
prepare reparts ta the Human Rights Council and General Assembly, the advisory panel
for the recommendations on the proper management of assemblies, and the inspiring
activists | met during my country visits to Georgia, the United Kingdomn, Rwanda, Oman,
Kazakhstan, Chile, the Republic of Korea and the United States.

- My fellow UN Special Procedures mandate holders past and present, particularly Christof
Heyns, David Kaye, Frank La Rue, Chaloka Beyani, Margaret Sekaggya and Michel Forst.

- The donors, institutions and governments who generously contributed resources

O GIVING THANKS

- directly or indirectly - to the mandate, especially: the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the World Movernent for Democracy, the International Center for Not-for-Profit
Law, the Swedish International Development Coaperation Agency (Sidal, the Government
of Switzerland and the Community of Demnocracies. The support of these institutions has
been indispensable.

- Our other institutional partners, who have been key infinking us with local, regional and
international networks, including: CIVICUS, Cairo Ingtitute for Human Rights Studies, the
International Service for Human Rights, Article 19, FORUM-ASIA, LICADHO, the Salidarity
Center, the American Civi Liberties Union, CELS, AFL-CI0, INBH Chile, USAD, East and Horn
of Africa Human Rights Defenders Project, American Bar Association Center for Human
Rights, the RFK Center for Human Rights, Yale Humnan Rights Clinic, FIDH, ILGA Eurape,
Peaple in Need, Canectas, Dignity (Kazakhstan), Inter-American Commission an Hurnan
Rights, Brat fur de welt, Fundacion Construir, Gpen Saciety Justice Initiative, the Human
Rights Centre at Ghent University, Civil Rights Defenders; and Human Rights House
Foundation.

- My home institution of InformAction deserves special recagnition - and my eterndl
gratitude - for its understanding and tolerance, given the amaunt of time the mandate
required me to be away fram my jab as executive directar. InformAction and its stalf
have been an endless source of suppart and inspiration, and it will always be my home.

- The Member States who have engaged with the mandate through country visits,
meetings, formal communications, the submission of information for reports, support
and even through open disagreement. The United Nations system is based upon
engagement, and | sincerely appreciate the efforts of Member State governments to do
this, even when we may not see eye-to-eye.

- Each of the phatographers whose pictures have been used in this report, on our
website, in our newsletters, and elsewhere. Their excellent work has helped ilustrate the
monumental events of 2011-17 in a way that makes assembly and assaciation rights
accessile, intimate and immediate.

I express my sincerest thanks to each one of yau. Your wark was crucial in helping the
mandate accomplish so much in its first
six years of its existence, and it will be
Just impartant for my successar. It was
inspiring to wark with all of you, and | hope
to have the chance to do it again soan.

With gratitude,
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